KETHER DONOHUE

PRESS KIT

INDIEWIRE

"But we probably should present the lion's share of our love for Donohue, who aside from a small role in "Pitch
Perfect" was also new to us, but on this evidence, is going to be a megastar.”- Oliver Lyttleton
http://blogs.indiewire.com/theplaylist/why-youre-the-worst-turned-out-to-be-the-best-tv-show-of-the-summer-
201409257page=2

ROLLING STONE

“The biggest scene-stealers of the night were Kether Donohue and Jordan Fisher. Donohue, who already steals scenes on
You're the Worst, gave an even more playful flare to the already goofy Jan. Even when she didn't have lines, Donohue's
reactions and movements in the back of the scene would be particularly amusing to watch and made it seem regretful that
Jan doesn't have a bigger role in the show.”- Brittany Spanos
http://www.rollingstone.com/tv/recaps/10-best-grease-live-moments-to-relive-20160201

VARIETY
“Kether Donohue brought infectious joy to every moment she was on screen as Jan”- Maureen Ryan
http://variety.com/2016/tv/reviews/grease-live-review-fox-julianne-hough-aaron-tveit-1201693411/

AV CLUB

“Falk’s great script aside, Kether Donohue’s performance is stellar, especially when she’s playing off of Gretchen’s more
fractured personality, and both Lindsay and Edgar really benefit from more structured personas.”- Vikram Murthy
https://www.avclub.com/jimmy-and-gretchen-are-on-the-run-in-the-one-hour-youre-1801351236

THE DAILY BEAST

“You’re the Worst’s Kether Donohue stole every scene she was in—as anyone who has watched her on the FXX series
knew she would”- Kevin Fallon
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/02/01/grease-live-was-a-sexy-pelvic-thrusting-triumph.html

ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

“And Kether Donohue’s Lindsay may have actually been the worst, but her performance elevated the character beyond
simple caricature. (Follow how Donohue plays the disintegration of Lindsay’s marriage over the course of the season, or
even just watch her singing in the finale, and you’ll have a sense of how complex she makes the character.) And when
Lindsay and Edgar pair—well, that’s a spinoff FX should greenlight immediately.”
http://ew.com/article/2014/12/12/underrated-underdiscussed-2014/

E! ONLINE

‘Kether Donohue: A national treasure.”
“Dear world: Please cast Kether Donohue in everything. Every. Single. Thing.”- Lauren Piester
http://www.eonline.com/news/735746/grease-live-gif-blog-all-the-best-moments-from-tonight-s-big-show

ET ONLINE

“We cannot say enough amazing things about Donohue's performance as the Twinkie-loving queen of one-liners. Despite
the fact that Jan is the only Pink Lady without a solo, Donohue's on-screen charm, subtle physical gags, and impeccable
comedic timing caused her to steal every scene that she was in.” Leanne Aguilera

http://www.etonline.com/tv/181301 grease live the 7 most unexpected scene stealers and breakout stars/

TV LINE

“Let’s get this out of the way to start: You 're the Worst‘s Lindsay is a terrible human being. Unredeemable. Shallow.
Bitchy. But she’s also our absolute favorite, and that’s all thanks to Kether Donohue’s on-point portrayal of the young
Mrs. Jillian.”

http://tvline.com/2014/09/13/justin-theroux-performance-the-leftovers-season-1-finale/
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How Do You Follow Up a Role As TV's Best Mess?

By Kerensa Cadenas W @kerensacadenas

If you watched FX's You're the Worst, you're

already familiar with the many talents of
Kether Donohue, who played Lindsay Jillian,
one of the most memorably messy characters
in recent TV history. There’s no shortage of
funny people making bad choices on
television, but Donohue’s vulnerability made
her stand out. Her performance kept her
character grounded, even when she was
trying to convince her snively husband that
he had a cuckolding fetish or when she was
stealing her co-workers’ lunches, and let her

showcase her talents for comedy, drama, and
karaoke (never forget her stirring rendition of
Kate Bush’s “This Woman’s Work.”)

So where does one go after that? Now Donohue is back on television screens
in the CBS sitcom B Positive, about a man who needs a kidney donor and a
woman from his past, Gina, who offers to help him. Donohue plays Gabby,
Gina’s best friend, a party girl who is a source of comic relief. The Cut talked
to Donohue about her love of traditional sitcoms, clown class, and her new
favorite pastime.



wCUT

You are used to doing comedy with You’re the Worst, and even musical
comedy like Royalties, but B Positive is a pretty traditional sitcom.

I was the kid that would stay up late and watch Nick at Nite. I loved Three’s
Company, I Love Lucy, and Happy Days. For me, the joy of this job is I've really
always wanted to be on a multi-cam [sitcom] specifically. When You're the Worst was
over and my agent was asking, “Hey, what do you want to try to do next?,” I did say to
management — I was like, “It would really be really cool to be on a multi-cam.”

We don’t have the live studio audience right now because of COVID, but when the
audience is here, it is a combination of [theater and television]. I love the spontaneity
of the writing. What’s most fun for me is when you’re taping and the live studio
audience is there — you’ll do a take, and the writers huddle up, and then they do
rewrites on the spot, and then they give you a line. I also like improv — so anything
that’s spontaneous and keeps you on your toes. When I took acting conservatory in
New York, my favorite class was clown class.

Clown class?

I saw more people cry in clown class ... In this clown class, there was a teacher that
said, “Everybody here has to get up and make everyone unanimously laugh, and if you
don’t, we will be here all night.” There was one woman that got up. She was making
people chuckle, but then everyone’s just getting mad at her because she desperately was
just trying to make people laugh. So she took a broom that was on the wall and started
running around like a witch, thinking it would make people laugh. It didn’t. Then, she
props up the broom against the wall, and the broom falls and goes up her nose as she’s
crying. And everyone laughed.

There’ll be rehearsals where you don’t get laughs and you're like, Oh no. I think the
lesson was she only got a laugh because that was her only authentic moment. I just love
the world of comedy because I have a lot of respect for it.

Hasn’t it been over a year now since You’re the Worst ended? Have you
thought about the show since it ended?

The cast is still very close, and Stephen [Falk, the creator] and we keep in touch. When
you’re on a show for five years, it really feels like graduating high school. It’s mixed
feelings of nostalgia. And of course you miss it, but at the same token, everyone has to
move on with their lives. I know what a gift it is when you’re working with the people

you’re working with. What we had on You're the Worst was a beautiful experience, and
it should be cherished.
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You’ve done a lot of voicework and musicals with Grease Live! Are there
things that you’re excited to do that you haven’t gotten the chance to yet?

I [used to be] shy to call myself a singer because I went to school with so many people
that actually trained in singing and studied it. But I’'ve gone on to sing in quite a few
[projects] now, and it happened organically. I think it would be cool to explore singing
and songwriting. I really do enjoy that.

I wrote and directed a short film in college that meant a lot to me about my dad, who
struggled with PTSD, being a Vietnam vet. I think it would be cool to explore my
directing side. There’s so many things that I want to do and try and explore, even if it’s
not perfect. I feel like in our culture, we’re so obsessed with perfection. I think we have
this ideology that we’re all just defined by one position and one job.

Totally. I feel like, right now, with the pandemic, that’s both being
reinforced and taken apart.

We could all do so much, and it doesn’t mean that you have to make a living in each
thing. I've taken up pottery — I have a secret life as a potter. Before I got this pilot, I
told my agent, “Stop pitching me. I'm moving to Big Sur to become a potter.” I swear to
you, the next day, he said, “Please don’t move to Big Sur because I got a call last night
that Chuck Lorre — he wants to read you first.” I love pottery for mental-health
purposes. I love pottery because no matter how bad it gets, you can always make
something even more beautiful out of it.

There is something so therapeutic and healing just about the principles of pottery.
Honestly, when I read the sides for the show, I was like, Oh, wow, this is a show about
second chances. I connect to that theme of a second chance, when you have
experienced that and then you come out the other side, and you see the world with
fresh eyes.
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KETHER DONOHUE

YOU'RE THE WORSI, FXX

“WORSTIE™ BESTIES: “The cast just gelled! When we got info the show, if we had a scene on

a Tuesday, we'd get together on Saturday and have a barbecue and run lines together. We all
just put genuine caring into preparation as scene partners. I'll never forget every single f-—-ing
scene | shot with each and every one of them-—and we did it as though our lives were on the
line!” GAME CHANGER: “I was literally going nonstop for 20 years, just trying to make a
living bemng an actor. When the audition came in and I read the sides for Lindsay, I distinctly
had a visceral reaction in my body. I was like, this character is funny as ! She's written with
all the things that I dreamed of—broad comedy, but you see she’s in pain, she’s going through

shat. It was literally fulfilling my dream
of everything I had wanted and worked
for.” UP NEXTI “I never really feit ke
I'had a right to call myself a singer,
[but] I've found a freedom and a joy in
ainging when I'm playing a character.
If you're talking bucket list, I'm very
excited to branch out into exploring
angmg-songwriting territory— getting
to play that through a character 1s just
that much more exciting,”
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RE THE WORSI Pictured: Kether Donohue as Lindsay. CR: Autumn de Wilde/FX

Lindsay from You're the Worst speaks her mind—in

her real voice.

In this season, the good-ish people of FX's Youre the Worst have
grappled with depression, PTSD, failure, and grief. In last night's two-
episode finale, the show broke new ground with Kether Donohue's
character Lindsay. We find Lindsay naked on her friend's couch ("What,
I'm supposed to wear pajamas like an old?") having just dumped her
husband Paul after telling him she aborted their baby. A few episodes
earlier, Lindsay stabbed Paul a little bit during a pre-portioned home-

cooking experience. We doubt she's the first.
We had a few questions for Donohue, and even though she was home sick
she let us call her to ask about You're the Worst, her vocal stylings, and

Donald Trump. Then, she called us back.

\



GQ: Are you a pretty sick person or a messy sick person?
Kether Donohue: Oh, I'm a mess. I look like a cavewoman werewolf.

My hair.

Ijust watched the finale. You've had a season. You stabbed a
man. How dark are things going to get for Lindsay?

It has to get worse before it gets better. Lindsay starts off in the beginning
of the season with her external life and her internal life completely at
odds. Obviously when you go about living life that way things are
tumultuous and chaotic, and you hurt yourself and you hurt other people.
I think her choosing to get an abortion and leave Paul—even though
that’s deeply hurtful to Paul—is her first step in owning her womanhood.

I see it as a deeply feminist approach in the writing.

[ .
What was Lindsay’s most EDITOR’S PICK
Lindsay moment?
My favorite was the stabbing.

Entertainment
When someone has all these

e You're The
demons living inside of them,

o o Worst Starts
and isn't living their life for Season 3 With
themselves, it’s bound to come the Wildest Sex
to a head. I feel like the stabbing Scene We've

was the worst possible thing Seen in a While
that could have been done. All
that pent up, repressed anger—I

just love that scene.

I think my favorite was the Season Two finale when you sang
"This Woman's Work." What’s your singing background?

I had an audition for Pitch Perfect, and my manager said, you have to
prepare 16 verses of a pop song. And I was like, "Oh no, they're gonna
think I'm a fraud! I'm not really a singer!" So I totally frauded my way
through the whole audition. I sang "Natural Woman," and my friends
were like, Kether, if you're not a singer, why the hell would you sing an

Aretha Franklin song? Sing happy birthday or some bullshit song.

Yeah, you really leaned in with that one.

The director was like, "OK, that was really good but this time I want you

to really belt it out for me."” And I honestly didn’t know what "belting"

was, but I was like, "Oh I love belting! I prepared a belting version." And

in my head I'm like, "God, or whoever is up there, whatever belting is,

just let me do it." I guess I belted, because I got the part.



Vocally, but in a different vein, how do you describe your
Lindsay voice? Because listening to you talk right now, your
voice is so different from your character.

I read Jane Fonda’s autobiography, and in one of the chapters she’s
talking about when she really came into her own as a feminist. She found
that when she wasn't really living life authentically, for herself, she would
speak more from her head and not really from her gut. I speak in a
higher-pitched voice when I'm Lindsay, naturally, because Lindsay has
been accustomed to not really knowing who she is. When I'm more
myself, my voice is a lower register than Lindsay’s—not to say that if you

have a high-pitched voice you're not living authentically.

In last night's finale, Paul calls Lindsay stupid. Do you think
Lindsay is stupid?

No. Absolutely not. I think Lindsay is very smart. A lot of people may
disagree with this, but I think Lindsay is a really good person. She gives
Gretchen the best advice. There’s so many different ways somebody can
be smart or stupid. Some people are intellectually smart but not

emotionally smart. We're not just one thing.

I don’t know where you "l speak in a higher-

stand, but it’s been a bleak pitched voice when I'm
week for some people post- Lindsay, naturally,
election. What would because Lindsay has been
Lindsay do if she met accustomed to not really
Donald Trump? knowing who she is."

I mean, the stabbing... I'm just

kidding, I don’t promote

violence. This week has been devastating, and our president-elect has
completely devalued human rights. I'm grateful to be part of a show that

in a small way is taking a stance for female rights and empowerment.

Absolutely. Thank you so much. I really appreciate you

jumping on the phone, especially when you’re sick!
Two minutes later, the phone rings.

I hate giving service bullshit answers. When I got off the phone I was like,

Wait, there is something that I wanna say here.



Carry on.

That night when Trump won, I started to feel small. I started to be afraid
of my own intensity and my own emotion, because Donald Trump and his
misogynistic rhetoric is exactly the type of ideology that perpetuates
women being small and being put in boxes and being categorized. I think
the way Lindsay is written is very feminist and is necessary in media.
That stabbing scene—even though yeah, it’s not right to stab your
husband—is symbolic of a larger thing. As women, we're put in boxes as
either nice, virginal, innocent good girl, or bad, monstrous woman. And

the truth is I'm sick and fucking tired of it. We're everything!

I like that Lindsay could be angry and have that in her, and then in
another episode she’s just bubbly and dancing. It's imperative that the
images we repeat here of women reflect the beautiful complexities of who
we really are. We are taught to be nice and not angry, even when our own
sanity is at stake. And our president-elect... the LGBT community,
Muslims, women, all marginalized groups, our lives and sanity are at
stake. And it is normal to be angry. It’s a sane reaction to insane events.

That’s what I wanna say.

There’s times when I want to say something so positive and I don’t know

what to say. Aye-yai-yai, I'm angry.

[Editor's note: 40 raised-hands emojis.]
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Kether
Donohue

“YOU'RE THE
WORST”

“T've literally been
auditioning for 20
years. I've been
through decades of
pllot seasons. It’s
Just been a dream
role In the sense
that | have a love for
comedy and drama.
It's pretty f—king
magical that I'm able
to do both. | just feel
so fulfllled having a
Job that | love”
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1. Michael Kelly
MHouse of Cards (Netfix)

+ CO-STAR YOU'D CALLTO
BANL YOU OUT OF JAIL?
“For a senous crime, I'd

call Kevin Spacey because
he would deal with skt

and it wouldn't be with a
sympathetic tone "

2. Jon Bernthal
Dareden (Netflix)

- WHICH THREE EMOJIS
DESCRIBE YOUR SHOW?

- e

3. Amy Landecker
Transparent (Amazon)

“+ YOUR FAVORITE TV SHOW
GROWING UP?

“1 foal low-rent here, but | was
obsessed with the Saturday
night ineup of Love Boat and
Fantasy Istand”

b. Colin Hanks

Life in Meces (CBS)

-+ CO-STARYOU'D CALLTO
BAIL YOU OUT OF JaIL?
Zoe Uster-Jores. | think it
would be good to have the
TV wite ball you out”

5. Melanie Lynskey
Togetharmess (HBO)

+ CO-STAR YOU'D CALL TO
BAIL YOU OUT OF JAaIL?
“Amanda Peet. She woukd
take care of 1t in every way
possbie. No one wouk! aven
hear about it.”

6. Vincent Rodriguez
Crazy Ex-Girifriend (CW)

» WHICH THREE EMOJIS
DESCRIBE YOUR SHOW?

DA

7- Jonathan Rhys
Mevers
Roots (History)

» YOUR FAVORITE TV SHOW
GROWING UP?

‘Mankey. | think it came from
Japan, It was this monkey
god who woukd pull bits of
hair from his chest and make
couds out of them.”

8. Emayatzy
Corinealdi

Roots (History)

“+ YOUR PAVORITE TV SHOW
GROWING UP?

“Hoved AY. It wasn't a werd
show for me as a kit | wanted
an Alf, he was so cute”

9. Anna Paguin
Aoots (Mistory)
» YOUR FAVORITE TV SHOW

GROWING UP?

*1 gldn't watch a lot of TV
growing up Dacause we
weren't allowed to, but, |
mean, Frends.”

10. Harry Lennix

The Blackiist (NBC)

-+ TVPRESIDENT YOU'D
WANT IN OFFICE?

“I played the president on
Littie Britain USA. One day,

I have full intentions of
occupying the Whte House *

11. Joey Pollari
American Crime (ABC)

Laft: Landecker and & wary

© 7O HEAR THE ACTORE PERFORM THE SOMG “SUmsE 8T mE" G0 20 Pam Comv e

» CO-STAR YOUD CALLTO
BAIL YOU OUT OF JAIL?
“I think Felcity Huffman woulkd
PUt up & mean fight for me
I'd get mysell in jall just to see
that happen”™

12. Anna Chlumsky
Voo (HBO)

- CO“STAR YOU'D CALLTO
BAIL YOU OUT OF JAIL?
“Matt Walsh, Not because
he has ary more money than
the rest of us or anything

It's not about, ‘On, ha's my
rich friend! *

15. Andrew McCarthy
The Famiy (ABC)

<+ TV PRESIDENT YOU'D
WANT IN OFFICE?

“I guess Martin Sheen Led
Bartiet in The west wing]
He's got the hawr”

14, Bradley Whitford
AN the Way (HBO)

» TV PRESIDENT YOU'D
WANT IN OFFICE?
“Jod Bartiett. Not Martin
Shoen, | love him, but it has to
be Bartiet. There's that new
character, Trumg, but that's
Just crazy”

15. Jonathan Banks
Better Call Saul (AMC)

- CO-STAR YOUD CALLTO
BAN YOU OUT OF JAIL?
“Who n the hell would |

call? Bobby [Bob Odenkork),
of course.”

16, Liv Tyler

The Leftovers (HBO)

-+ WHICH THREE EMOJIS
DESCRIBE YOUR SHOW?

\‘e

17. Zoe Lister-Jones
Confirmation (HBO)

Life in Meces (CBS)

-+ CO-STAR YOU'D CALL TO
BAIL YOU OUT OF JAIL?
*Colin Hanks. He's very
relabie. | foel ke that's
actually going to happen in
our near future. Glad you
asked me because now |
have that at the ready.”

18, Andrew Rannells
Girls (HBO)

» YOUR FAVORITE TV SHOW
GROWING UP?

“I readly hked Mght

Couwrt as a kid, | watched

that refigousity.”

19. Joel Kinnaman
House of Cards (Netflix)

+ WHICH THREE EMOJIS
DESCRIBE YOUR SHOW?

Ay

20. David Alan Grier
The Carmichael Show (INBC)
- CO-STAR YOU'D CALLTO
BAIL YOU OUT OF JAIL?
“Jarrodd ICarmichael], He
woukd never blow me up on
nstagram after”

21. Finn Wittreck
Amaenican Horrar Story:,
Hotel (FX)

+ WHICH THREE EMOJIS
DESCRIDE YOUR TV SHOW?

\?/

22 Sterling K. Brown
The Pecple v. 0.J. Simpson
Amencan Crame Story (FX)

» TV PRESIDENT YOU'D
WANT IN OFFICE?
“Mchasd Douglas in The
Amevrican President because
ve went 1o Stanford, as did 1

2%, Juno Temple

Viviy! (HBO)

» FAVORITE TV SHOW
GROWING UP?

*Iloved Saved by the Bel. And
SpongeBob SquarePants.
Beawis and But-Head, 100"

24, Alane Miller
Underground (WGN)

-+ CO-STAR YOU'D CALLTO
BAIL YOU OUT OF JAIL?

| “Jumee Smollett-Bel, She's
proactive. Sha'd make sure
the Dail monsy was there”

L. Maggie SilY
Aitons (Showtime)

+ YOUR FAVORITE TV SHOW
GROWING UP?

"Farmiy Tres. | had the biggest
crush an Michael J. Foe My
mom found & fan ketter | wrote
to him and never sert’

26. Jay Duplass
Transparent (Amazon)

» YOUR FAVORITE TV SHOW
GROWING UP?
“Cheers was big for us. Sam
and Diane have been in my
mind fanever

27. John Leguizame
Bloodine (Netflix)

» CO-STAR YOU'D CALLTO
BAIL YOU OUT OF JALY
“Jamie McShane. Kyle
[Chandler] 15 too busy. I'd be
in il for a while if | had to
wait for him.*

28. Kether Donohue
You're the Worst (FX),
Groase Live! (Fox)

- WHICH THREE EMONIS
DESCRIBE YOUR SERIES?

iew

29. Melissa MceBride
The Waking Dead (AMC)

+ TV PRESIDENT YOU'D
WANT IN OFFICE?

“Kevin Kine in Dave. Dave
was dope "

30. Alexander Lodwig
Vikings (History)

- CO-STAR YOU'D CALLTO
BAIL YOU OUT OF JAIL?
“Wedl, Travis Fimmed

wouik! e in jad withme, 50
Gustaf Skarsgard.”

swoTosRArwes sy Emily Barl
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YOU'RE THE WORST'S
KETHER DONOHUE IS A
COMEDY METEOR WAITING
TO EXPLODE...AND THEN
LAUGH ABOUTIT.

BY JESUS TRIVINO ALARCON
=

B KETHER DONOHUE SHOULD'VE
BEEN A DOCTOR. She has the perfact
voice—iander, sweet, warm—to deliver
the most devastating news. Tall us more
about how Grandma was hit by a Range
Rover. Yet it's not only her voce that has
endeared her to fans of the cult X
comedy, You're the Worst, now in its
third seasan—it's the way she
masterfully stretches the writers” craziest
ideas into comedic gold.

“Pricr to having the scripts | would
bug [YTW creator] Stephen Falk, “Tell
me what's happening this season,” says
the Cuban and Irish actress. “He'd tell
me, ‘Lindsay is doing even more
frecked-wp stuff” | was like, ‘How cana
h being do thing more
frcked-up than artificially inssminating
herself with a turkey baster?™ Whether
it's getting that semen from her
egtranged husband or downing a
football player-sized amount of buffalo
wings, Donohue’s Lindsay does it all
with a devilish grin and a toc-cute-to-
hate face. She's a millennial Lucille Ball
with dashes of Ricky Ricardo, Goldie
Hawn ard Dave Chappelle.

Bornand raised in New York City,
Denohue started going on auditions at
age B. With a traditionally Roman
Catholic background on both sides, she
says, she was bound to attend
Marymosnt, an all-girls high school. But

S0 LATNACOM SIPTEMELR20M
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a mochicvoua Donchue only lasted until
her sophomare year.

1 pranked the wrorg girl,” says
Donchue, who declined to elabaorate.
“Ater we pranied her (found out her
pavents or her grandparents were
besefactors of the school. | was like, “Shit
wedefinitely messed with the wrong gl
Myparents didnt have money, but they
always wanted me to go to a private
school 50 | was in a rich private school on
financial aid and | just didn't fit in.”

Instead, she found her home in fromt
of the camera. At 17, she booked her first
pilot, Saving Joson, staring Bow Wow
and 2rng on the WE, now known as the
OW. Even though it wen! nowhere, it was
for the best.

“1 am grateful that Ididnt get on a
big show when | was younger. 1 probably
waen't ready,” she says.

Alter that, Doshue built a healthy
career as a voice actor, including a stist
on the popular Pokémon cartoon series.
Bit parts in blockbusters like itch
Perfect followad befare she became the
patty-mouthed, taby-voiced, body-
positive Lindsay.

“I'm so gratefil that I get to play a
female characteron television and 1 get
to work with a boss that encourages me
to just be myself,” says Donchue, whe
also stole the show on FOXs ratings
bonanza Gregse Live. “Whether 'm 10
paunds heavier or 10 pounds thinner or
whatever the size it doesn't matter. |
cant feel any sort of pressure to lose
weight. | love my half-Spanish side that
gives me my curves.”

And we don't want her to change cne
bit, because Donchue is giving us the
best medicine—lhughter.

PUOTO GRAPM: DAVD LEXKACH,



Kether Donohue & "You're The Worst’
Prove That Rom-Com Sidekicks Don’t
Have To Be, Well, The Worst

By SYDNEY BUCKSBAUM 2 months ago

T/l)'oug/muz‘,luh'. Bustle's Comedy IRL package is featuring photo shoots, profiles, and
stories of the women in comedy who are using their craft to elevate female voices and speak
out on important issues. Comedy is powerful as hell, and we’re toasting the women who prove

it. Check out the whole package here.

Whether they admit it or not, everybody in Hollywood wants to be a star — play the
lead role, sing the big solo, stand front and center in a photoshoot. Ask anyone in the
industry, and they’ll tell you so (and if they don't, they're lying ). But You're the Worst
star Kether Donohue is achieving this goal backwards — by recognizing the power

and the freedom of playing the oft-dreaded sidekick role.



In just three short seasons, as Lindsay on You're the Worst, Donohue has completely
taken down the stereotypical rom-com best friend role with every step, just like her
costar Aya Cash destroved the idea of rom-com protagonist. While Lindsay does
things like convince her husband to watch her sleep with other men, stab her
husband in the back (literally), and accidentally stumble into a career as a pop star,
she is also the character who opened the frank discussion about choice by getting an
abortion with no fanfare or hand-wringing in Season 3. Donohue has made Lindsay
more three-dimensional than so many stercotypical rom-com heroines could ever
hope to be, in part because she’s not trying to be the heroine. The actor actually wants

to be the weird, offbeat bestie. In fact, she’s made it her speciality.

I feel happy that I've never really

had to worry about my weight or
looks very much. Ilet the comedy
speak for itself.

“In high school I was always cast as the sidekick role. I was always the evil stepsister
or something,” she says as she curls up on the soft velvet couch next to me on a warm
day in Los Angeles. “I'll never forget, I was on a cruise ship with my family when |
was, like, eight years old and they were doing a play with the kids on the cruise ship. |
had auditioned for the lead girl, and then the director of the play was like, 'Um, we're

going to cast you in the sidekick birdie character.”



She laughs as she remembers how she was forced to dress up as “this weird bird”
instead of whatever glamorous costume the lead got to wear. She says she remembers
thinking, “OK, this is where I belong. I'm a sidekick.” What could have been a
disappointing experience for another kid actually gave Donohue love and respect for
the best friend role, one that the actor says offers her more freedom to focus on her

comedy.

“Ilike how I never had to really care about my appearance very much,” she says,
picking picces of metallic confetti left over from her carlier photoshoot off of her
legs. “There are no boundaries. I like playing roles where vanity is out the window. It’s
nice to not have a pressure to feel like you have to be sexually attractive when you're

playing arole.”

It’s clear from her attitude during her photoshoot that ended just minutes carlier that
she means it. As she moved through different poses, people on set stepped in to pull
up her dress here or cover that bit of skin there, but Donohue just shrugged her
shoulders and laughed cach time as if to say, “Oh well, who cares?” She was game to

do whatever it took to get the most entertaining photos possible.

“Ilet the comedy speak for itself. There’s really no room for vanity when you're

acting,” she says.

And that’s perfect, considering that on You're The Worst, Donohue has had to play all
kinds of wild extremes as the Cash’s character’s best friend. Sure, there have been
some lows, like that time she stole her ex-husband Paul’s (Allan McLeod) sperm and
artificially inseminated herself with a turkey baster, all in attempt to win him back.
Then there was the part where she cheated on him every chance she got when they
were together, and even made him watch her “cuckold” him in some bonkers
emotional manipulation scheme that I still cant believe worked. And, let’s not forget
that she straight-up stabbed the guy in the back and still managed to stay with him for

awhile after that.



...playing a best friend can
sometimes feel minimizing, so it’s
nice to feel like you're playing a
character that women can connect
to and feel inspired by.

But there have also been some truly applause-worthy moments in the course of all
this drama, like when she became a semi-famous singer, or when she finally carned
independence and learned how to take care of her own home without a man around,
or when she nonchalantly got an abortion because she felt confident that the most
responsible thing she could do for that unborn baby was to not bring it into the
world. At times, it’s true that Lindsay is downright deplorable, but she doesn’t have to
be likeable, because it’s her imperfection (to put it lightly), complexity, and zaniness

that make her such a watchable character.

But for all that insanity, what really comes through Donohue’s performance is that
Lindsay is still very much a real person. After all, even the most unhinged human is

still, well, a human.

“It’s nice to walk out of work and feel that there’s an integrity involved,” Donohue

says, referring to her character’s treatment on You're The Worst.

And fans have taken notice of that integrity. In fact, Donohue says a pregnant woman
once stopped her in the middle of a line for a restaurant bathroom because she just
had to thank her. Apparently, Donohue’s sex positive portrayal of the once-pregnant
Lindsay helped this woman to feel less ashamed of her heightened sex drive during
her pregnancy — an urge that is not only common, but also often brings about

serious doubt and worry for expectant mothers.



“Lindsay is inspirational in a lot of ways to women because there’s an embracing of
complexities — she can be grotesque and sexy, she can be funny and tragic,” Donohue
says, pausing to take a sip of her coffee. “And playing a best friend can sometimes feel
minimizing, so it’s nice to feel like you're playing a character that women can connect

to and feel inspired by.”

Add to that the fact that Donohue says that she has never been asked about her
weight or had her looks inspected by the team at You're the Worst or FX. So not only
is Donohue giving voice to women and “best friends” everywhere, she’s also doing it
while being totally, and completely, herself in every way, without being forced into a
box by Hollywood. ”I mean, it’s sad to say that that’s a thing, but it 'happens|,” she
says with a slight shrug. “According to some industry standards, some people

consider me heavy. It’s nice that Lindsay isnt seen on the show in that way.”

So yes, while Lindsay’s actions sometimes border on insanity like so many rom-com
sidekicks before her, Donohue brings Lindsay depth, somehow keeping her grounded
and relatable (even when she’s microwaving semen for her DIY artificial

insemination).

"I'heard a reporter say once in an interview and it has stuck with me that Lindsay
lives from the id. It's so true,” she says, referring to the part of the psyche that secks
immediate gratification. “It’s one of those things where your greatest strength is also
your greatest weakness. Sometimes living from the id is to Lindsay’s detriment, but it
also makes her lovable and fun and in the moment in life. She has so much power

inside of her that with a little bit of focus, she could do some amazing things.”



And the scene where Lindsay stabs her husband might actually be one of those
amazing things, because according to Donohue, much like her character, there’s so
much more to that “campy” scene. “Sure, objectively speaking, of course it is not
correct to stab your husband. But when you're watching at home, I do think a lot of
women connect to Lindsay’s, what is typically considered ‘masculine,” aggressive
quality,” she says. “It’s fun to watch that because we all have these different aspects
inside of us as women that don’t necessarily connect to what the status quo of what
| femininity | is supposed to be.”

Considered to be one of the most shocking scenes of the series, the stabbing scene
also showcases what You're the Worst does best: subvert classic stereotypes and
gender norms. In that game changing scene, Paul was trying to make his partner stay
home and cook a meal while Lindsay felt suffocated in their stercotypical patriarchal

relationship and retaliated on impulse.

“I'’kind of related that whole scene in general to a larger metaphor of hating the
patriarchy,” Donohue says. “It was symbolic of a larger thing and it was nice to see a
female character do something like that, because women don't get to be violent very

ofteninroles.”

And since Lindsay constantly pushes the status quo, she was the perfect character to
show an authentic portrayal of what getting an abortion is really like for a woman.
When it happened in episode 10 of last season, there was no preaching from other
characters about whether or not she was sure about making the right choice (even an
anti-abortion picketer, after hearing Lindsay’s story, approved of her decision to

terminate her pregnancy).
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I'he way we did it, it was like, ‘OK, we do this all the time, ‘abo-bo” and then Marie
Callender’s after,” Donohue says. “| The abortion | was not a big deal, which is great
because that's how it should be ... We should have that choice and it shouldn’t be

anyone’s business other than your own.”

Even though Lindsay’s pregnancy started with a microwave and a turkey baster, the
end result was an incredibly real and responsible picce of storytelling. And for

Donohue, that comedic start was the best possible introduction to that arc.

...we all have these different
aspects inside of us as women that
don’t necessarily connect to what
the status quo of what [femininity |
is supposed to be.

"All of these heavier life moments are told best through comedy because it kind of
sneaks up on you as the audience,” she says. "It makes you feel [less | alone. And as
long as it’s handled with care and compassion and in a delicate, eloquent way without

losing its edge, it’s the right way to do it.”

But before our conversation ends, Donohue cracks me up one last time — apparently
rescarching for her role of Lindsay leads to some ... ahem, questionable Google scarch
histories. “I was dating someone at the time, so if it ever came up where you're
looking on someone’s phone, my god, they would think I'm a psycho. I'had like, How
to artificially inseminate yourself with a turkey baster,” she says with a laugh. "I had to

delete the search history on my phone.”

And if anyone can turn awkward, heavy, serious moments like that into something we
can all laugh at, it's Donohue. After all, that’s why her “sidekick” was never destined to

stay on the sidelines of anything.
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you decide to invite some friends over to
watch TV, and there they are clustered around
the couch: The first female major-league
baseball pitcher, a magazine researcher from
the '60s, an amusing doctor, an undercover
agent, a hunky actor, a separated-but-pregnant
party girl, a mid-level manager waiting for

the end of the world, a time-traveling history
professor, an animated warrior who recently
moved from the mythical island of Zephyria to
Orange County, California...

If that doesn’t sound like a strange get-
together, you must have a remarkably eclectic
group of friends, But that’s the group we've
assembled on our cover—and it’s reason to
celebrate the new season of TV, where a
cross-section of hot new shows and notable
returning series can produce the kind of
deliriously mismatched, popcorn-tossing,
binge-watching crew you see on these pages.

Television, you see, brings people together.
Sometimes those people make sense together
and sometimes they don’t. But they all fit
under TV's wide, wild and weird umbrella.
S0 on these pages, we celebrate them—and by
extension, everybedy else wha'll light up the
small screen this season. —SP
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KETHER

DONOHUE

YOU'RE THE WORST
A bare Aug. 51
caELE: PXX

WHEN HER FHONE BANG AT 7 A M LAST DEC, 14
Kethrer Dunobios Jooked at i, sew her maseger’s
nemes, hit MUTE and went back o bed When he
called bock alomoet Sronsdistely, though, he got
worrisd T thought, why is he calling again? he told
TheWrap "My et thought was that be's in troute,
= v 03 car acvident oc samethicg. Or maybe
's 1o jadl and Cm hie one phoee call So 1 pocked up.
arg then we got disocemschad, and o [ thought, Ti«'s
sty in troukle™

In foct, he v calling to bedl heer that sbed been
maeninated for a Critios’ Chotow Sward for ber
performance on FXOCs comedy You're e VWorst. The
gvr's sopihoemoce pseun had taken things to 3 cew
Jevel, adding a shocyline sbout cicocal depretzion v
2 weriooomin tales of tuoc celrticostpe and welf-
Crastructive young sdulkts, incdodng Cunchu's Lindsy.

“I's brard to Tragine, but 2 takeen to an sven highes
Jevel in Sesuran 3 the J-ymar-old actreer insishad “T
think the beet vy to deal with o difScult subjpsct is
to Lyagh your way through & When you're o the
pikz of depossson ar prisving oc dealing with a tough
e, sametimes all vou can do about it is lugh Ooe
of the moeet spacia] things to us is reuding tysssts and
oocrerents and Jetters from peopds who've opsoed up
to us about their own deposssion. 1 think that wes vecy
poveerful to sveryoces Tt scisan, in thak ot Jeosst we pot
A cormversation sacted”

Shae's aleo delphbed by what s betallen hee
recerrtly divocosd chacacter, who in the Tt ssssan
attempbed recuncilistion, ficted with using her «x's
wareptitousdy frozen sperm, becaume chestzad with
webrbaraad onepiracy theooiss, helpsd a deposad
frisend, trind to apolopion for past mmasdeeds and got
characbers are pretty ooe-dimensional” she sid s
really special to get to play a chasacter that's oot put in
aboe Lindeary can be gross and secy and funcy and
gtrange ot the sune time, And that's pesthy cool”

Donoies 2o saeg oo Youre the Wored aod in
the Pitch Perfect movies and in Fo's Greass Livel bt
Jarssacy "When I'was yourges, [ veeck to Catholbc
wchool, and the run who was the dirsctor of all the
srvasicals tuld e ] couldn’

o the sod “Any time ehe cut me in s mascal, [
wss always the character who ddn't sing Tgrew up
thinking thet [couldn’t seg, o it's 3ind of cool that 2l
thuess differst projects came sloog.”

She grmuvad “Sister Rebeoca, Toon sing”

~STEVE POND
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Kether Donohue is the ultimate triple-threat. She can sing, she can act, and she's one of the funniest women in Hollywood.
BELLO had the chance to catch up with Kether by phone where the 31-year-old entertainer: gives us a glimpse of what we
can expect from her character Lindsay in the upcoming season of You're The Worst, tells us what she would do if she could
create her own TV series, and recounts the story of one improv moment she had on stage with a tube of lipstick that changed

her experience with performing forever.
by Brent Lambert @FEELguide

"He would give these incredible speech-
es amost everyday during rehearsals.”
gushes Kether when we asked her what it
was like to work with director Thomas Kal
(Broadway's HAMILTON) on the Grease
Live! TV special back in 2016. "The ded-
cation and devotion he has to leadership is
something |'ve never seen before, and he
is always working hard to perfect his craft.”
She adds, "He geruinely cares about his
whole tearn, and in one of his speeches, for
example, he described us as being a gar-
den which we water together each day. He
really respects and frusts actors’ instincts,
and he's an excellent listener and collabo-
rator”

Collaborations are nothing new for Kether.
After all, her impressive 20-year career has
been filed with them. But it's her roe as
Lindsay on the PO comedy, You're The
Worst, that is closest to her heart right now.
Lindsay has made fumble after fumble on
her road to becoming a functioning adult,
but is this brand new fourth season go-
ing to be the one that finally gets her on
track? "Lindsay has an awesome joumey
this year," Kether tells us. "Just ke in read
life, sometimes it has to get worse before it
gets better - you have to reach the worst
parts of yourself before you realize you
need to change, and | think this is what's
happening to Lindsay right now. She's re-
dizing she doesn’t want the e that she's
created for herself. In ssason four she's re-
ally beginning to start her own e and ex-
perience autonomy for the first time. We've
never seen her do this before, so things are
on an upswing. She has a job, lives in her
own place, and isn't dependent on Paul.
I'm excited for her.”

Excitement is a big part of Kether's own life
these days as well. We asked her if she has
any pet projects of her own in the works,
and that's when the conversation turned
towards her dream of one day becoming a

director herself. Showrunner and YTW cre-
ator, Stephen Falk, may have inadvertently
accelerated this dream for Kether a couple
of years ago when he asked her to take part
in his live storyteling show that he omga-
nizes at the Virgil, a 1920s saloon and and
comedy club here in LA For each show,
Falk invites around seven or eight storytel-
ers to perform a ten-minute story in front of
the live audience, and Kether tells us when
she performed her own, something unex-
pected happened.

"That night the theme was 'Bruised Pride,
QOut of Control Ego, and Tamished Reputa-
fon.' So | told a story that was a very vul-
nerable one about myself that | had never
shared with anyone before. The response
from the audience was remarkable, and
many of them came up 1o me afterwards
to say they related to my experence.” That
reaction led Kether to the idea of turning
the story into something much bigger. "It's
a story that | loved teling out loud, and |
think it could have a life of its own outside
that experience. | think it could make an
inferesting short film, and | would love to
direct it.”

It's this kind of instinct that drives all great
performers. And with such a terrific career
under her belt -~ both on stage and in front
of the camera -~ | asked Kether if there
was any one moment in particular where
she recalls fesling the most ‘in the now’
as an actress. 'l remember doing an off-
off Broadwary show in which | had a really
long monclogue, and | had some choreog-
raphy when my character puts her lipstick
on as she's looking in the mirror. One night
my lipstick broke off and it started roling
everywhere.” It was a moment that might
have sert some actors off the rails, but for
Kether it was nothing off the sort. "R was as
if the theatre gods had arrived on stage —~
my insincts kicked in, and | started going
after the pstick as | was doing my mono-

September 2017

logue. That lipstick moment completely
took over and stale the show. | could never
have planned it, and the audience loved it.
I love those moments that you can't plan
-~ it's a gift to the scene, and it's an oppor-
turity.”

To test her improv skills, BELLO put Kether
through the 'Career Blender Challenge':
take three of your favorite shows, mash
them together, and come up with a brand
new seres where you would have the lead
role. "Shark Tank is my favorite show - |
love it," she says. *| aiso love The Hand-
maid's Tale, and | love Big Little Lies, too.
So | would call it The Handmaid's Big Little
Tark.” So who exactly would she play in
this original new mashup sedes? "I would
play Ann Dowd's character, and she would
put these men in their place [Dowd por-
trays Aunt Lydia, the vicious instructor and
gurdian of the Handmaids]. We would
throw men in a tank, punish them for their
wrongdoings, sertence them, and bring
justice [laughing!”

Being a Hollywood veteran, yet stil being
20 young herself, means Kether has many
young giris out there waiching her every
move, and dreaming of how they, too, can
make it in showbiz just Fike her. We asked
Kether what advice she would give them.
"I'd tall them to be excited about the ip-
sfick moments,” embrace the fallures and
rejections, and just enjoy this really wild
ride. | would say: be persistent, don't ever
put yoursaif in a box, and fearlessly go af-
ter everything you want.”

You're The Worst airs Wednesdays at 10pm
ET on XX,
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On set in L.A. as the PYTs of music get ready to play Pink Ladies, the director of Hamilton lends cool and

By LOGAN HILL Photographed by ERIC RAY DAVIDSON
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“THIS IS SERIOUS BUSINESS, " SAYS CARI

Roe Jepsen, wide-cyed at the dozens of

carpenters and gaffers hamoering, saw

o and wiring the massive high schoo

mapasium st u constraction at

‘1ha

ve to get my

s first day of school at Rydell
High — cx, rather,

rehearsals for the young stars of Foxs TV
15

first day ol on-aet

musical Gresse: Live, which on thas dreary
December day is caly six weeks away, with
a7 pan. ET aie date oo Sunday, [an. 33

Overhead, e

ners hang
high from the gyen
rafvers: “Wresthng
Champs 1945,

“Seceer Champoac

104> Large card
boand booes imark
where school bleadsy

ers will scom host a

live, cascreen audience

w4 part of what may be the

riskoest live TV sl pe

I8's no surprise that Fox chose Grease
for its first foray into live musicals, where
wlf-minwte ods have sold for as nvach as

$400,000. NBC got 18.6 mallion people

to watch #s poorly reviewed smash Jhe

Sownd of Masic Live, 9.2 rullion 10 hate
watch the
115 millson

ar-starved Perer Paw Live and

brate the celebriny

studded The Wiz, pcconding to Nielsen, In

I'V's latest oil rush, Gr

¢ 15 pure crode
waltigenerational crowd -pleaser that
boasts one thing other musicals don't

have — smash sapdes of karsoke,

Devoted o You.”

e oG eaent
jumping m1o the genre w th both feet,

with The Pagsion (Tyler Perry's masi

hegh Far Fox, which s chairman/CEO of Fox Television Group.
. - Lohming wher they
Lachlan Murdoch, executive chairman ol s0d “Thoahinls

wlicrean.| wes Woe.

2181 Cenvary Fox, stresses the importanoce

take on Jesas Chrnist's last days) schedwled of feararing sports, news and live events

tac
for March and The Rocky Horror Pacture He sayvs that bold programming is critical —
Show coming later in 2016. The network in the age of Peak TV, with lts seemingly e W ]
v e evehia. Kty Ward s

of Empire and Glee wants to align even limitiess 1 of showss “You don Tt want Poart: Senan Buckne
mwoee closely with mussc — and drum up to do anyth verage or bland.” Mow tooriol

foabet « voll hern - ”‘_._" ) "1 T r wetertitedact

ement as A s Oul other program- Which s wiyy, in additoa to hinng a e LOM rrenie

 like the X-Fi
scres Luaifer. “Having an ¢
soch a wide aodience and

al of that {az the same time | o8

falden,

very meanmgful,” savs Dang

B0 0ILLAOARD FIRRUART § 1016

beash crew of pop-star sctresses, Fox

beought in Tommy Kail, the @-earold
direcsar of re
Hamiltow, to direct with Alex Kodzmsks, 41
a vet of Dancing Wirk rive Stavs. (Paramount

ered Broadway sersation




v lell Maver Davebuse Adrew (

Pictures, whach owns the rights, put the ini
tal package together with Kail.) Kaal tours
the odd-Fashioned theater tricks he plans

toe Grease: Live < vandeville-stvle quick
changes (with Tomy-winning designer
|‘l"
clothes will be

says the

tighter, shoster, seater”)
and turntable sets — as well as big
gestures only possibde an TV. Rudzinski

am Ivoy Lo

says hand hedd cameras will push into the

o close-ups that have v

comason with an NFL game than Grea:

“This will be the biggest
radio, mic and Jex enmunscations| foot
peint any company has ever done,” he
says. (The show’s budget is reportedly
about $16 ma
Neot that there are visible jitters among
the actors on set — seven of them separately
say the rehearsals feed "lhe summser camp,*

wan)

“Wigh the garks, s rea Iy casy,” L0
Jepsen, 30. " You're braiding coch ocher’s
haiz, grab¥ing cach other's asses. We're just
grifniends in that way, like the Pink Ladics.”
The Pink Ladies are
course, the girs who
“ralle the schex

and crushing oo the
skirt-chasing. lesther
| jacketed T -Hirds, Raghn

on the gymnasiam floor Ivv-hvlg-

1ssip
and jokes and smappirg dock-face selfies,

when Kail calls everyone back to their

muarks: * ‘Summer Nights!' Let's po!”
Fiest 1o hit the floor: Vanessa Hudgens,
37, whi s essemtially 2 10th-year senloe
having starred in 2006"s High Schoof
Musical, “The live aspect doesn't freak me
out,” she says, but “it's a bt nerve
king™ to step into the mole of Rixeo,
whom Stockard Channing immortalized

wra

e 1ovie 3% am icon of take
ess, Coming close behind

Husdgens are two singer-actresses with

in the G

no-shit toughn

experence as Cinderella on Broadway
whose 2015 album, Exvorion

as the

Jepen
won all sorts of critical peaise
Beauly-school dropous Frenchy; and Keke
Palmor, 22, the Screave Queens star who

plays the lovesick Marty. Ket

Donohue,
m You're

he FX sitc
e Worsr, plays Jan (and wears the beanids
twisted by Jepsen)

30, who Co-stars «

With all assembled and the msic
kicking in, the Pink Ladies cirde the new
girl, Sandy, played by singer, Dawcing With
the Sears champ and Dty
Jultarme Hough, 22 Hough, who grew
up Mormon m Wiah and says she had to
sneak viewings of her parents’ Gresse laser

iralpa actress

disc because it was so “racy," may be just

perfect to play the insocent Sandy. Howgh
Broadway

and her bedoved Dunny Zuko
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star Aagon Tveit — sing the song s teas-
ing verses: "'She swam by me, she got

147 " “He ran by me, got my suit
damp.. Danny and Sandy move in for
the final verse, one of the T-Hinds serikes a
pose om cardboand box and — crandh!
underneath him, Kasl calls

a hail of giggles, as another
=bird comws in wich the punch line:

it collap
out "Cut
1

*Crashed 2"

REASE WAS
nostakgw from the
very start. In 1971,
Warven Casey and
Jm Jacobs wrote
alnttle masical
about life in 1958,
a1l Chicago's rough-
and-tongh Taft High
School, and based
many of the characters oo th i

friends. They set their sweet love

stocy of two kids working up the
cournge to be themselves ina
wockd of teen issues — pregnancy,
social prossure, abortion — 10 2
soundtrack of vimtage-imspired
originals thar were meant to make
young audsemces dance and older
gudiences feel youmg again.

Afer the rowdy show's Chicago run,

231972 dowrtown New Yook transter
*didn't even open to great revicws,” says
Rarry Bostwick, who ariginated the role of
Danny Zuke, later played by Richard Gere,
Parrick Swayze and [ohn Travolta, boe it
just sparked something.” Graase evertually
st-eunnieg show in history
adn't been

became the long

at the tume. “American Graffind
cut, and the Fonz badn't been isventod

yet,” says Bostwick. “After the tusmcd of the
‘6os, | think audwnce members wanted to

recapture that innocent time wiwn things

didn't seem socomplicared.”

The appeal remained potent a few years
lator. when the 1978 film — produced
Robert Stigwood, the Ree

L Hll'l('
nd directed
became

sario who died in Jamaas
by firs
a global phenomence,
les

meer Randal Kieiser

ing over Superman 1o

entually fwith a 1998
rerclease) carn $394
million wosldwide
roughly $2.3 ballion today
Bostwick sull peeters
the musical to the movie,

m which “everyone is s0

frenctic and hyper [and)

seems coked up.”) Peaple
talk about Travolta's carcer as if Satunday
Nipht Fever (ancther Stigwood production)
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Niclsen Music began tracking music sales,
it hax sodd 6.1 million Ul[‘it‘i,

“Summer Nights" amd Olivia Newton
Johin's swoony ballad “Hopelessly Devoted
o You™ hit No. § and Na. 3 on the Villboard

Hot 100, respectively, Bus the album's two
No. 1 hits were songs added to the movie
at Stigwood's behest: the john Farrar-
written " You're the One That | Want™ and
“Grease,” written by Barry Gibb and sung
by Frambkoe Valli. “When Barry sent mw
Semno, 1 immediately sad ves,” says
Valli, the
and Roll Hall of Fame inductoe. “If they'd
known that song was going to be snch a big

wir Seasoms Cromiman and Rock

“maglad they’vegota
cast that’s believable
and younger and sexy
because Grease is sexy. |
mean, the sweet girl falls
in love with the bad boy,
then the roles reverse?
That’s unbelievably sexy.”
JOE JONAS

hit, 1 never would have gottes it. I guess it

kewps e achk because Groase was a

celebration of the teenager.”
Valli, &1, still performs his Gresee hit, as
does Newton-Jobn, 67, who just extended
her Sumemer Nights revue a the Flamings
Las Vegas casino for another year. “They
were made of sharkskin or something,”
Newton-John says, remembering the

form-fieting pants that *Sardy Two" wears
nale and without wisch her
o%1 hit * Physical”™ might
Hot

s the

in the film’s

pre-Madaon:

never have spent 10 weeks atop the
100 "Goshy, 1'was kind of thought of
girl pext door, country and all that, and

Grease was considered so naughty? Playing
Sandy Two gave me the courage to branch
out and do more rock.” In Vegas, Newtoa
Joln says, fans come up and tell her they
watch the movie with thelr kids and now
their grandchildren: “Grease is timeless.”
Of course, it's not timeless in every
respect, and Grease: Live dispenses with
the alkwhite cast singing R&R, the gay
jokes about the perdy Engene and the

racist crack about Koreans, Fax meses

10 reach the widess possible andience



by updating Grease for the widest — and
necessarily rooat Jdiverse — audience, “We
can move past sosme of those [politically
incoerect) things, * says Kail, “and sill
have the integrity of the story.”

Paloser, who s Afri

1Armerican, says
she was initially woeried that her casting
would be tokenisrn but now behbieves the
production truly peflects America in 2xn6
(Modgens s FilipinosAmerican; the
T-Birds sre thosoughly diverse.) " They
et nlly wanted 10 ma ke this new to our
peneration,” she says. “That's so dope.”
While clder fans should appreciate
camecs by the film's original Fremchy
and Doody [Dndi $Conn asd Harvy Pearl,
respectively) and the sighe of Boyz 11 Men

harmonizmg on * Teen Angel,” Hough,
Huodgens, Jepsen and Palmer each caprare
different, milienodally skewed
demographic slices. Mcanwhile, Jessie |,
27, will kack the show off withs &

reoditlon of Valli's "Grease,” and Joe
jonas’ band DNCE will play the dance
comgetition and pep rally. Jonas, 26,
prosmses 2 theowback ™ feed for “Cake

by the Ovean,” witich DNCE will play for
the fint time at the Dance-Off, aloag with
“Maybe Baby,” a mew song written by
Brian Yockey and Tom Kitt, who share a
Puliteer for Nexr ro Mormal. Kitt describes
it as “a really fun rockabilly, bhecsy song
from the era.” (It Sossan't burt that writing
new matersal coses less than licensing
"Howssd Dog.”} Kitt wrode the ballad “All 1
Need 1s a0 Angel™ specifically for jepsen's
Frenchy. The iTunes soundtrack, to be
released the night of the hroadcast, wil
ne

de all three mew tracks.

Jonas is a lifel ong Grewse fin. '
adiioned to be Dhanuvy Zuko roonths ago,”
he admits. “I'm glad they've got a cant
that's believable and younger and sexy
because Grewse Is sexy. | mean, the sweet
gl falls 5o love with the bad bowy, then the
roles reverse? That's unbelicvably sexy.”
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in Fox's Grease: Live,

How does this production put its
spin on a musical as iconic as Grease?
The writers were very much a part of
agreat job. They'd add jokes that were
specific to Keke Palmer's voice as
Marty or my voice as Jan. There are also
some jokes that are relevant to today's
generation—it’s very hip.

Are you nervous about live TV?
I'm excited! What we're doing is
revolutionary—yes, they've had live
[musical] shows on TV, but no one's

- ever done it for a live [in studio] audi-

stages.
static. This is very
mmmm-m%
and a movie all in one,

Do you have any good-luck
rituals? What's been so excit-
ing for the cast is how much we
embrace spontaneity. Before all
the Pink Ladies are in a scene,
we make sure to be on the same
page in terms of the energy we
have as a group. Our ritual has
become bonding: something as
little as cracking up with the girls
can really go a long way.

You're the Worst took a dark
turn last season as one
character struggled with
depression. What was it
like watching the show
reinvent itself? The older
1 get, the more I'm realizing
ol s g
Fans

show started to open up to us about
their own depression and how watch-

» ONMY

My castmates
make fun of me
all the time
because 'm not
Joking when !
say it'smy

'mobsessed.’

ELLE KING,
“EX'S & ON'S'
“Her music really
gets me going.
It's one of those
songs that
comes on the
radio a lot, and I
never get sick
of it
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THE CAST OF YOU'RE THE WORST IS, WELL, THEBEST. AFTER ALL, WHEN THE
BLEAK COMEDY'S WINSOME, LOSE-SOME FOURSOME —GRETCHEN
JIMMY LINDSAY , AND EDGAR

LETUS TAG ALONG FORA BOOZY BRUNCH, THE OFFSCREEN ACTION
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Kether Donohue on Standing Out in YouTre
the Worst, Learning to Dance on Grease:
Live!, and Doing Anime Voiceover Work

By Jackson McHenry W Follow @mchenryjd

Last we saw Lindsay, she had
her duet with her husband Paul
at the end of the season. Are
end-of-season songs going to be
a thing? Also, where does that
leave Lindsay?

I hope that the end of the season
always ends with a song. But the cast,
we're just like the audience, we're on
the edge of our seats throughout this
because Stephen [Falk, You're the
Worst's creator] keeps us in
suspense. We do block shooting, and
we just got the scripts for block one,
and we have no idea what happens in

the remaining blocks. So I will not
know the answer to that question
until probably the end of the summer.

In response to the second question, Lindsay is in quite the conundrum. I
just got the seripts from block one, as I said, and they're so good. I didn't
know how Stephen and the writers were going to top what they did last
season. Stephen came up to me recently and was like, "I'm just warning
you, Lindsay does more effed up stuff this season." I'm like, "How could a
human being get more fucked up?" But she does! I mean, she's justin a
pure state of confusion of about life.

It seems like she spent last season trying to figure who she was
apart from Paul and as a grown-up adult. But it's very hard to be
a grown-up adult.

Itis! I'm still trying to figure out what the hell I'm doing. When I started
shooting season two, I moved into my own apartment and it was the first
time I lived alone, and I didn't have furniture for eight months. I literally
just had a mattress. We were shooting, and I wanted to focus on that.
When I got home after I was done shooting the season, I'm like, Wait, I
feel like I'm not really an adult either. I don't have furniture.

You didn't make a trip to IKEA or anything?
1 did a trip to IKEA and I didn't like anything! I'd rather just have a
mattress in my apartment than have furniture I don't like.

You're the Worst also lets Lindsay resist the pressure to pair
her character off with Edgar. She still decides what she wants
and has her own adventures.

What I love about the female characters in general, and I know Aya has
talked a lot about this in interviews — how Gretchen is a mess, but she's
still really great at her job. The writers do a great a job showing the
paradoxes that are true to complex human beings. Just because you're a
disaster or mess in some areas of your life doesn't meant that other areas
of your life aren't great. You're right in saying that Lindsay, she is this
mess. But she also has some awareness that she does get her way a lot.



Well, she is naturally funny. I love the episode, "There Is Not
Currently a Problem," where Lindsay comes into the room and
just starts dancing with Gretchen, and then later, Edgar's
girlfriend starts taking notes on everything Lindsay says.

Yes, that episode was so fun to shoot, and I love dancing. After that season,
I was like, "I want to dance more!" and then I booked Grease.

You can put those skills to use.
I show up and I was like, "I learned a thing or two from that bottle
episode.” [Laughs.] Let me show you how to have an uncoordinated dance.

In that episode, there's also this moment between Gretchen and
Lindsay where you see a lot of their personal history, going back
to time in college. Did you talk with Aya and Stephen about how
long they've known each other and what that dynamic would be
like?

Now that I think about it, before that episode even happened, even back in
season one — and I think this is what makes the writing so good — we
were able to have those talks so early on about how long they've known
each other and what they've been through together, so by the time we got
to the episode, it was like, oh, this makes sense. It explains, a.) why
Gretchen acts the way she does, b.) why Gretchen and Lindsay can get into
these disaster fights. They've been into huge blowout fights, these two, but
they always come back together. When the clinical depression episode
came out, it actually informed so much of what we previously had talked
about. It was a nice deepening of the layers of what we already knew.

It was interesting to watch this season, because it got so much
more serious.

It was shocking to everyone when we read the seript, and it was shocking
to viewers when they see it. But then, in some surreal way it makes so
much sense. It's kind of like watching a really good movie a few times, and
then you go back and it's like, Oh my god. In the first the first minutes,
that totally informed what happened later.

For Grease: Live!, you all spent months in rehearsal, and then it
rains on the day of the show. What was it like to mix things up
on the fly?

What was so great was Marc Platt [the executive producer] gave us a
speech. Well, first of all [director] Tommy Kail is a fucking genius. He
would give a speech before, mostly, every rehearsal. Really great speeches
rallying the troops together. Vanessa Hudgens's father dies, so we're all
together in that and with her. Then Marc Platt makes a speech and he
goes, "It might rain tonight. But you know what? I hope it rains, because
we're going to show everyone in the world a curveball isn't going to throw
us off and we're able to roll with the punches and we're so prepared in the
heart and soul. The spirit of this show we've created together is what
matters." Basically, the whole message throughout rehearsal is if someone
falls — you know, we're live — if anything happens just embrace it and go
with it.

And yvou have the rehearsal time together, so you know the
group well.

It was such a well-oiled machine. There were so many people involved in
the production. It was such a happy set. Nobody had any egos, everyone
got along. It was just a wonderful experience.

Did you do musicals growing up?

Only in school productions. I'd never done a professional musical outside
of middle school. I did play Frenchie in my eighth-grade production.
That's the thing, honestly I didn't have singing experience either. It came
when I did Pitch Perfect in 2012. I didn't know that I could sing, and I
honestly feel like I frauded my way through the audition, pretending I
could sing.



How do you pretend that you can sing?

My manager called and said, "Hey, you have this audition for a movie
called Pitch Perfect. You have to sing 16 bars of a pop song and prepare the
sides for the audition. And it's for the director Jason Moore." I
immediately got scared, I was like, I can't sing. I don't want to go in there.
Iwent to a performing arts high school in New York with a lot really
trained, talented singers, and seeing how hard they worked, I just didn't
feel like I had a right to call myself a singer, you know what I mean? And
he was just like, "Just act like you can sing. Come on."”

So my strategy in the audition was to sing what I sing at karaoke, which is
"Natural Woman." If I go in and I just pretend that I'm at karaoke with all
my friends drunk, I'll feel at ease. So I sing "Natural Woman" and all my
singer friends are like, "Kether, why would you sing an Aretha Franklin
song? If you're not confident in singing, why the fuck would you do that?" I
was like, "I don't know, ignorance is bliss.” So I sang the song and then
Jason was like, "That was good, but this time I want you to really belt it out
for me."” And I didn't even know what belting was — that's how much of a
non-singer I was — so I just played along: "Oh yeah, I love belting. I can do
a belting version, of course."

Then, I guess I belted, because then I got the part. It was the same
throughout the whole production. When I sang my solo in the studio, the
engineer was like, "okay, give us a high C note" and I was like, "I love high
C notes."

The key is just to say you love whatever anyone tells you to do.
Exactly. Then, after Pitch Perfect came out, for my boyfriend at the time, I
wrote him a song for his birthday, because he liked when I sang in the
movie. The song actually turned out pretty good, so I sent that song that
song to Stephen. Just for fun, honestly, Stephen and the cast, we email
each other shit all the time. I was like, "Look, guys, I wrote a song.” That's
why Stephen put Lindsay singing in the show.

So it was completely fake it ’til you make it.

I never had any intentions of pursuing singing, so that's what's nice about
it, too. Lindsay doesn't have to be a great singer. If I fuck up here and there
it doesn't matter. But if I happen to be good, that's cool. Same with Jan,
which is why Jan was the perfect character to play, because Jan is not very
coordinated in general. So whenever I didn't know the dance numbers in
rehearsal, I would just be like, "Well, Tommy, Jan doesn't know what she's
doing!"

It's all for the character.

Because these dancers are professional, they're not fucking around.
They're dancing machines. I couldn't really keep up in rehearsal. I would
just go out and, like, smoke cigarettes and eat donuts. It just became a
thing that every time I didn't know what I was doing, I'd just blame it on
Jan.

Well, Lindsay has more of a singing career now with the whole
""New Phone Who Dis" song.

Oh my god. I just love the show. And "New Phone Who Dis" has become
very popular. I saw on Instagram that people had made hats.

I know that you're done a lot of voice acting work. Do you still
do voice work?

Oh yeah, I love voice-over. I was doing Japanese animation voice-over
dubbing all through college to make money.

How did you get into that?

My first job, because I went to a Catholic school, I worked at a rectory
answering phones for the priest. But no one really calls the rectory, so I
would answer the phone in different voices to occupy myself. I'd be like,
[low, gravelly voice] "Hello, you've reached the rectory.” So that's when I
discovered that I could do different things with my voice. And then, again,
like the singing, it happened in an unplanned way. I was in an acting class
when I was 17 in New York, and my scene partner said, "I like your voice,
Kether, vou should come on this cartoon audition with me tomorrow. I
think you'd be good at doing this." I was like, what actress invites you to an
audition with her? What a nice person. She has really good karma. I went



That sounds like a Pokémon or something.

It's in that world. So I booked that, and then because it's such a small
world in New York, the anime world, I did Pokémon, I did Yu-Gi-Oh, I did
straight-to-DVD Japanese animation. That was my life all through college.
And now, I'm very excited, I just booked a role on a Comedy Central
animation called Rudy that Ed Helms’s company is doing. I've had a nice
year with voiceo-ver. I've done some stuff for Nickelodeon and there's a
Netflix animation coming out that I did.

It sounds like a cool way to have fun with a character.

Yeah, I think it's a good way to really just not be ashamed of doing
something outrageous, because these cartoon characters, you're playing
broad outrageous characters, but you find the truth in it. I think that
informs live-action work. It just oils that muscle inside of you that's like,
Hey, let's just try this out.

It's interesting that you say “ashamed,” because on something
like You 're the Worst or a live musical, you get to throw it all out
there in a way that a lot of roles would limit you.

Yeah, I think it's like freedom — the freedom to trv out a lot of stuff. This
might not work, and this might be weird and crazy, but let's just try it out.

You talked about your close relationships on the You're the
Worst cast. Do you find vourself pitching ideas for the
characters?

It's a running joke on set. Me and Aya are always trying to pitch stuff to
Stephen, but it's a joke. We come up with ideas that probably aren't even
good. At this point, we leave the writing to them. They know what they're
doing.

‘What has been the most ridiculous pitch?

I've been trying to have Lindsay have a lesbian excursion for years.
Because I broke up with my ex-boyfriend, I'm like, "I want to make out
with girls! Have Lindsay make out with a bunch of girls on the show!"
What else have we pitched? I forget. Also, we try to pitch stuff to get our
other actor friends work. My friend can play my sister, or my brother, or
maybe I have a long-lost aunt that my other friend can play.

Did you move to L.A. after starting You re the Worst?

It's funny, I am a born and raised New Yorker, and New Yorkers love to
hate L.A. The first season of shooting, I did not move. I wasn't going to
give up my place in Brooklyn, I was all stubborn about it, and I rented an
Airbnb for season one. Then, when we got picked up for season two, I was
like, "You know what? Stop being in denial. You live in L.A." Now I live in
L.A. I actually really like it. I love driving. All my friends are here. I have
the most amazing job in the world. I held onto my 917 area code, and that's
something I can't give up.

Evervone moves to L.A_, it seems like.

Sooner or later, we all come over here. When I was in New York, all my
friends would trickle away. It was like that Agatha Christie novel, And
Then There Were None.

Have you finally gotten furniture for your apartment?

I did. I'm actually sitting in a chair right now. Honestly, it sounds like a

joke, but it's true. I didn't have furniture for eight months. I'm like, Yay,

I'm actually sitting in a chair! And my elbows are on a table. I have
furniture.

“Oh, Lindsay,” Kether Donohue laughs when you ask about her character
on FXX’s You're the Worst. Of all the characters on FXX’s Youre the
Worst, Lindsay Jillian may actually be the worst. Married at the beginning
of the show and navigating a separation from her husband in season two,
she is selfish, often drunk, and almost totally incapable of acting like an
adult. Still, with a committed performance, and crackling timing, Donohue
makes you laugh, and often sympathize, whenever Lindsay’s onscreen. The
same goes for Donohue’s turn in Fox’s Grease: Live!, where she played
Jan, the ditziest member of the Pink Ladies — the one who sings the
“Brusha Brusha Brusha” song. With that and her role in the Pitch Perfect
movies, you might expect that Donohue came from a musical background,
but she promises she started out with almost no idea how to sing, or
dance, really. Vulture caught up with Donohue to talk about how to fake a
vocal audition, whether Lindsay will get her life together (probably not),
and what you learn from years of dubbing Japanese animation.
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Kether Donohue could be considered
a child prodigy of sorts. After stints
pretending to be a weather lady and
taking on competitive gymnastics,
Donohue decided to become a
professional actress at the ripe old age of
9. “I have always had the performance
bone in my body,” explains the starlet.
“Once 1 was enrolled in acting school,
I finally found where I was supposed 10
be." After whar she describes as “20
years of rejection,” the ingénue finally
scored a breakour role on FX's hilarious
comedy You're the Worst, which centers
around dating and relationships in the
City of Angels. Donohue plays Lindsay,
a young woman who is struggling
between what is expected of her and
who she truly wants to be. “Lindsay is a
little messed up,” says the L.A.-based
actress. “In scason two [which just
returned in September], she is trying to
figure out who she really is by herself,
without any external pressures, Lindsay
is trying to make her way in the world.”
When asked whar it’s like on set,
Donohue immediately lights up.
“It’s a dream. It doesn't happen very
often thar you book a pilot that goes to
series, and then on top of that you love
the writing and the people. It just feels
like summer camp.”
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fall. Sporting Gucci's
signature horsebit
hardware, these street
shppers, available in

the same style for both
men and women, sync
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taken this season by
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What Grease: Lire Will Do That No Live TV Musical Has Done Before

Kether Donohue fills us in: live audience. live-tweeting.
and GoPros to take you behind the scenes.

KATEY RICH

t’s one of many iconic moments in Grease, but when it
came time to bring the story of Rydell High to television
for Fox’s upcoming Grease Live!, it almost didn’t make
the cut. “It was one of the best days of our lives when
Tommy [Kail, the co-director] walked into rehearsal and said,
‘We have the rights to “Brusha Brusha Brusha”!” says Kether
Donohue, who plays Jan in the live musical that airs Sunday.

Technically she’s referring to the Ipana toothpaste jingle, which
Jan sings during a scene in Frenchie’s bedroom in the 1978
movie. But it’s just one of the many elements of pop culture that
has been co-opted and transformed by Grease over the years, a
7os-era nostalgic look back at the 50s that has become, for the
generations that came after, the definition of the 50s itself.
Thirty-year-old Donohue is part of that generation; she played
Frenchie in her eighth-grade production of Grease.

Known for roles in the Pitch Perfect films and on FX’s You're the
Worst, Donohue hasn't done a full-on musical since her days at
New York’s Professional Children’s School. And though Grease: Live will have all the familiar highlights
—“Greased Lightning,” Teen Angel, “Brusha Brusha Brusha”—it won't really resemble those high-
school musicals, either. Unlike the NBC live musicals that kick-started this mini-genre, Grease: Live will
have a live audience incorporated into the sets, sitting in the bleachers at Rydell High, on park benches

azon Merritt/ Getty

outside, and who knows where else. “It’s really interactive, it’s never been done before,” Donochue says.
“We all don’t know what to expect, and we're all so excited to see what it looks like.”



The actors, too, will be pushing boundaries; when they make transitions between scenes, and the

soundstages on the Warner Bros. lot where the production will take place, theyll wear GoPro cameras to
document the frenzy and share it all online, live. “We’re all admitting that what we'’re doing is a
production,” Donohue says. “The audience is able to witness that and be a part of it and see what the
transitions are like in between scenes.”

That interactivity extends, of course, to social media, where recent live TV musicals like The Wiz and The
Sound of Music have been as celebrated for their quality as for their live-tweeting potential. Donochue,
like any good millennial, is on board. “Not to say that in between scenes I'm going to be on Twitter,” she
says with a laugh. “We have to embrace that social media is a huge part of everyone’s lives in this day
and age. How do we take that and integrate it into what we’re doing in a creative way?”

But don't go thinking that Donchue, and her castmates—including Julianne Hough, Vanessa
Hudgens, Aaron Tveit, and Boyz II Men (!)—are taking the whole thing in stride. “We’re all nervous. I
speak for everybody when I say we are nervous, but it’s a good nervous,” she admits. “Like, every scene
is a blow-away moment. It’s epic. What we're doing is epic and I'm really proud of it.”

Katey Rich is the editor of Vanity Fair's Hollywood.
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LAST NIGHT ON LATE NIGHT

You're the Worst’s Kether Donohue Explains
Why Her Apartment Burning Down Was the
Best Thing That Ever Happened to Her

By Nate Jones W Follow @kn8

= Playlist ~ & Kether Donohue’s Crazy Apartment F

Before she was stealing scenes on You re the Worst, Kether Donohue was
just a struggling actress in New York City trying to get ahead. As if being
broke wasn't bad enough, one day her apartment caught fire! But don't
worry. As Donohue explained to Conan O'Brien, once she discovered one
"magic secret,” that fire totally turned her life around. The name of that
magic secret? Lying through her teeth. It's a pretty great story for
Donohue's first talk-show appearance — that is, if this really is her first
talk-show appearance.
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You may recognize her as the bossy songleader Alice in Pitch
Pevfect, or from the hilarious dance videos she Instagrams. But Kether
Donchue is blossoming in a new direction=as the sassy, outrageous
character Lindsay in FX's critically-acdaimed You're the Worst.

| chatted with Kether in the midst of wrapping Season 2, and we spoke
abeut growing up in New Yaork, Maryl Streep, and the joy of free frowyo.

Can you tell me a bit about your upbringing?

| wass boen in New York and am very New York. For the first theee yoars |
lived in LA, | didn’t change nvy 917 area code or driver’s license. | kterally
waited until a cop pulled me over to change my kicense. | grew up on the
Lower East Side of Manhattan in a lower middle dass family. My moen’s
a school teacher and my dad used to be in the car business, but now he's
retired. He's a Vietnam vet from Cuba.

When did you start acting?

| envolled in an acting class at WeistsBaron Kids Love Acting
Program when | was nine. An agent visited the class and took a
meeting with me and my mom and signed me! My first audition was for
the movie Madeline and | didn't get it. At one point my parents couldn't
affeed to keep me in the dass and the teacher=her name was Sharon
Richardson=let me stay in for free. | called her when | booked my first
pilot but she didn’t work at the school any more.

What led you to acting?

| just abways gravitated toward it. | loved performing as a kid. When |
was really, really kttle | wanted to be a weather lady or a camesawoman.
| would sit in my room alone and tum on the TV and tak to myself,
like, "Today it's partly cloudy with a chance of rain” | loved telling
the weather. | don't know why. | was a very strange child. | acted for
different reasons at different periods of ny life. When | was very little
| liced being a little show off. And then in high schoal | loved being the
class down. It was fun to be the comedic relief. In my early twenties |
started appreciating the magical aspects of acting and realized it could
be a healing tocl. It became a spiritual deansing process.

Who would be your dream actor or actress to work with?

| know this is such a typical answer, but who wouldn't want to work with
Maryl Streep? | really don't understand how she exists and & real. | really
Just want to see her in action. She once said that “process i clunky”
and "somaetimes when you're rehearsing it looks like bad acting.” That's
become my mantra: that the creative process is chunky. | also really want
to work with Charie Kaufman. | just find his movies quicky and offbeat
and very much in the wheelhouse of things | like. Ao, I'd love to do a
sex scane with Michael Fassbender. That wedld be phenomenal.

How did you come to play Lindsay on FX's You're the Worst?

| booked an Audi car commaerdial with Claire Danes that premiered at
the Emmy's in 2013 and the directer of the ¢ ial, Jordan Roberts,
referred me to the You're the Worst casting office. When | auditioned
in LA there were literally hundreds of girls. | was just a giel on a limb
that [Roberts] had asked to read. When | went in it just clicked=it fit,
it worked. It was one of those great auditions that you walk out fesling
good. Three hours later they called and said they wanted to test me for
the role. When | got to the test it was a chemistry read with Aya [Cash).
We did a lot of takes and it was a lot of fun. It just fok like we were on
sat. Fve tested for pliots where network executives in business suits sit in
the room and they dont laugh and it’s awful and scary. This was a very
lowskey, casual, fun, environment.

You just wrapped filming Season 2. What was your favorite scene
to film?

What you're geing to watch in Season 2 is pretty crazy. Lindsay dances
a lot and | bke to dance in real kfe. Akso, eating a lot of frowyo. | get so
axcited when we shoot in the froeyo joint because | get o eat frowyo
all day. The other day, in between takes, the props guy Cody took the
frowyo away from me and | was like, "Cody, what's happening?” He's like,
“Kether, I'm concerned for you, you're gonna get sick,” and | was ke,
"Well, it’s not your place, Cody.”

So you don’t have a stunt double on deck to eat your fro-yo?

Oh my Ged, never! | would make sure to have it in a contract that | get
to eat my awn food.

What do you do when you have a day off?

| run to the Korean spa as fast as | can! | love the Korean spa mere than
anything. | just love going with a really dase girl friend, sitting in the

steam room, catching up, getting a massage, going to brunch, sharing a
bottle of wine, and having a nice dinner. | also love driving. Semetimes |

Just get in my convertible and go.
What's next for you?

| have a flm coming out called One Shor that Tepher Geace
produced and stars in. It's a musical comedy starring Taye Diggs, a
really great actress named Alona Tal, and Lauren Lapkus. And now I'm
Just auditioning bke a mad weman to get anather job!
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Who Is Kether Donohue? 6
Things to Know About the
Grease: Live Star




JANUARY 7, 2016 @ 4:30 PM

rease: Live’s leading ladies—or, rather, Pink Ladies—
G turned heads the minute they hit the red carpet at
Wednesday night’s People’s Choice Awards in Los Angeles.
Dressed in coordinated black and silver looks, four of the stars

from the upcoming Fox musical, which airs on Jan. 31, were easily

recognizable: Vanessa Hudgens, "almer, Julianne Hough, and

an. But one face in the fivesome wasn’t quite as

D

arly Ra
familiar as the rest: Kether Donohue, who plays Pink Lady Jan in
the one-night TV special. Scroll down to learn six things about the
30-year-old New Yorker before she takes the stage in Grease: Live.
1. She stars in You’re the Worst.

Donohue plays Lindsay Jillian, the BFF of Los Angeles-based music
PR executive Gretchen Cutler (played by Aya Cash), on the FX/FXX
sitcom that centers on Gretchen’s relationship with polar-
opposite writer Jimmy Shive-Overly (Chris Geere). Lindsay’s
hobbies include drinking, doing drugs, and cheating on her rich-

but-boring husband. (Thursdays, 10:30 p.m. ET)

2. She was recently nominated for a Critics’ Choice
Television Award.

In December 2015, Donohue scored a nod for Best Supporting
Actress in a Comedy Series nod for her role in You're the Worst.
She shared her excitement about the nomination with an
Instagram post, writing that she was “honored to be in the
company of women whose work | love and admire!” (The 21st

annual Critics’ Choice Awards take place on Jan. 17.)
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3. She was in Pitch Perfect.

In the original 2012 hit film, Donahue starred as Alice, the catty
leader of the Barden Bellas a cappella group who was appalled
when Aubrey (played by Anna Camp) vomited during the World
Championship at the start of the film. Dohohue also made a

cameo in the 2015 sequel, Pitch Perfect 2.

4. She shares hilarious dance videos on her Instagram
account.

Donohue’s ‘grams will fill your feed with plenty dance-packed
videos that will keep you laughing. Whether she’s hanging out with
her Grease: Live co-stars (below), killing it in rehearsals, or having
asolo jam-out sesh, Donohue’s videos prove that she’s game to

take her dance skills way beyond the hand jive.

6 ketherdonohue

5. She’s also a voice actress.

Donohue doesn't always appear onscreen when she works. She
has voiced characters in many animated programs, including the
Nicktoons network series Kappa Mikey and TX Network’s Yu-Gi-
Oh!5D’s.

6. She still gets star-struck.

Even though she spends her days with famous co-stars like
Julianne Hough and Vanessa Hudgens, Donohue still gets star-
struck from time to time. Take the day that she “totally fangirl'd
out™ when she met Mario Lopez, aka Saved by the Bel’s AC Slater,

for instance.

0 ketherdonohue
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“GREASE: LIVE" toam members, back row from left, executive producer Mare Platt, director Thomas Kall and actor Andrew Call; socond row, from left, actors
David Dol Rio, Vanessa Hudgons, Julianne Hough, Carly Rae Jopsen, Kayla Parker, Jordan Fishor and Aaron Tweit; and front row, Keke Palmer and Carlos PonaVogn.



Greased and ready to roll

['Greass,’ from E1)

events spectacular enough 1o bat-
tie the power of the DVR. Fox, per-
haps of all the legacy netwaorks, Isa
maturl £t for a musical producton
bBecause IUs Lhe home base for mu-
sheal powerhouses of the present
and recent past: “Empire,” “Glee”
and singing competition “Amer-
can Mdol.”

“Any time that you can send a
message Lo a broad audience that
Lhere is somethang specsl happen-
I MK live spocting events, wheee
peopie are Mying withowt & net and
bringing & level of showmanship
that you cam't have with a dmma
Lhat's been highly edited, &= a good
thing.” said Pox Television Group
Co-Chalrman Dana Walden, who
noted her two davghters have done
versions of “CGrease” at school,

The revamped:[oeive TV
event, s Paramount Teevision pro-
duetion,  features  well-Known
rames among the millennial se¢

In pddition to Hough and Twelt
us leads Sandy and Danay, others
dannng leather jackels and poo-
e 3RS include Vanessa Mud-
gens (DENey’s “High Schood Musl-
cal” Broadwsy's “Ol™) as tough
girt Rixzo, singer Carly Rae Jepsen
s Frenchy, Keloe Palmer s Marty,
Kether Donobue as Jun, Carlos
PenaVegn as Kernckie, Divid Del
o a8 Putzie, and more,

The elaborate NBC renderings
mtated scenes on one New York
soundstage; the Foux affalir Is even
mare ambitious. The production
Will unfiold over tWo soundstages
housing & namber of sets on the
Warner Bras, it In Burbank, Pro-
ductionwill also take place on Mid-
wesl Streel - Le, a backiot that
Chey U use Sor exlerior scenes of Ry-
el High and the camival grounds
{during rebearsals, however, the
Int wns stil the town of Rosewood
seen in “Preity Litthe Linrs™).

"AsK me after it's all over If [
think the multiple soundstages
Was & good ides,” joked stage diree-
tor Thomas Kall, knowm most re-
cently lochis celebrated stage wark
with Lin-Manuel Miranda in the
smash “Hamiltaon.”

“I'wanted iU Lo feel Vibrant and
vital the way the film did.” he said.
1 wanted locations that it like
real places that coukd ground us 50
when we HE off and go to the fan.
Lasy of ‘Greased Lightoun™ or Lhe
Teen Anged Amives, You have some-
thing todepart from ™

The musical delves Into the
lives of working-class teenagers
during the early 1950 rock 'n’ rall
ers. Originally & B71 thealer peo-
duetion in Chicago, the masical be-
came & caitural touchstone when it
was adapted for the big screen In
78 with Travalta and Newton-
Johnas iLsleads

“When we first got together Lo
@o the photo shoot, 1 remember
thinking, ‘Are we actuslly dodng

KAk Farxsnme oo Los Acgetes Tixes

PAST MEETS PRESENT as Didi Conn, right, who portrayed Frenchy in the 1978 film, buddles
with, from left, Kether Donohue, Vanessa Hudgens and the TV Frenohy, Corly Roe Jepsen,

Kamie Parxesm

T T

REHEARSING on a Warner Bros, backlot, the production's Sandy and Doanny, Hough and Tveit,
strike a pose, During the broadosst, action will range sorcss bwo soundstages and the baoklot,

this?™ Hudgens sakd, “1t's sort of
surreql to be a part of introducing
this loonie musscal Lo new genern
on”

Maywrights-screenwriters
Robert Cary and Jonathan Tolins
were charged with writing the
three-hour production, using the
familsar Paramount Pietures (im
&3 a starting point. But they also
worked In edements from the stage
show — particularly since the flm's
run time is 1 hour, 60 minutes

“We had Lo figure oul how Lo ex-
pand the show without it feeling
drawn out and padded.” Tolins
sald “And, of course, the other Job

Was coming up with where to pus Il
commervsal hreaks.”

TWo songs from Lhe original
stlage show — “Freddy My Love”
and “Those Maghe Changes® —
made thelr way into the Fox pro-
duction. Cary and Tolins also
found ways to play up Hough's
background by hoving Sandy
dance moee than she usually does
— Including In & scene In which
she's audioning to be a cheer-
leadier,

The show also will festure an
origing song, "All 1 Need [san An-
gel” written specifcally for Jep-
sen's Frenchy by “10Then™ duo

Tom Kitt and Brian Yorkey And
ghven the show's 7 pm. start time,
adjustments wers made Lo some al
the more suggestive brics in the
soundtrack (in those cases, the
schood-sanctioned production ver-
slonsof the lyrics were used)

“1 think we're very much doing
ourown siant on il said theshow's
ive director, Alex Rudzinski who
nas directed more than 580 hours
of live broadeasts on “Dancing
With the Stars ™ “It would be fickle
1o iry 1o do a copeal live broad-
Ccast. This isa live TV production. tf
you get too-cose then all people will
Ao all nigh 5 Just compare take for

Lake and You open yourssr up for
problems ™

The NBC productions were big
ratings draws, but they also proved
fodder tor plenty of snark of socsl
medss And i grease” is the word,
*Grease Live* will surely be s oon-
versation on Twitter. Good or bad
the cast say they’'re ready for it

“Sing alonz and enjoy & and
maybe Introduce it to someone
new,” Hough saxd. “IUs ineviable
Lhat people are goang to say stu-
Pl But 1've had the best experi-
ence of my life doing this, and |
dooi't giveacmp.”

Hedping to make the production
s seamless as possibie = o crew of
aboutl 400 peopde and about 20
camerss, There will also be a sec-
ond-screen element in which view-
ers can get a glimpse of the behind.-
Lthe scenes action duning commer
ol breaks

*Of course there's going to be
SNafUS oF people tripping up, " Rud-
zinsk sald, “But you try and step
back from that and you try to be re.
active Lo the problems we're going
1o have.*

Sinee the live broadeast will be
Nmed partly outdoors, a 48-foot-
tall, tent-like shield was recently
erected to cover the exterior of Ry-
dell High as o safeguand against an
unpredictable El Nino strike,

The show will also have & more
Interaetive edemnent than its NBC
counterparts. It will feature a live
nudsence that wil play a role inthe
produchon al vanous moments
(e seal Mlers in eschers during
gym scenes, eac.)

In & passing of the “Orease”™
baton, Barry Peard and Didl Conn
(who piayed Doody and Frenchy.,
respectively, in the film) will make
cameos in Poxs live produaction.

As the new generation of Pink
Lades and T-Birds rehearsed the
scene in which Dansy and Sandy's
date al the Frosly Palace pels
crashed by friends, Conn was off o
the side observing with an esr-to-
eargrin

Ehe’'ll be playing Viola, the walt-
ress ul the diner: Bul as reheansy
wound down and Jepisen was th
only one et al o table, she Lurts
to Cotn with her eves beaming
*It's 50 nice 1o meet you!™ Jepsal
sald to her Frenchy forebear,

Conn, who still revels in be
“Grease” days by hosling sing
alongs of the flm at the Mollywoo
Bowt, 3akd Dedng on et was almos
lke traveding back in time.

“The Ixtle Did! wants to eom
out and play Frenchy. Bul I'm a ba
Didi now,” Conn sakd. “IUs Just ©
exciting They really captured th
DNA of the show — the friendship
the kne, It touches the kKid inevery
body. I hope peopide just get up ani
dance aang.”

Cue the music

ywoonevillarresd s latimes. com



AYA CASH AND KETHER DONOHUE
OF 'YOU'RE THE WORST' ON

MARRIAGE, FRIENDS WITH BABIES
AND THE BEAUTY OF BROKENNESS

by Stacy Elaine Dacheux r \
08/31/16 at 07:06PM \ = 4



On FXX's anti-rom-com runaway hit You're The Worst -- returning to television for its third season
tonight-- Aya Cash's character Gretchen Cutler and Kether Donohue's Lindsay Jillian are best buds
whose antics range from self-centered to downright terrible. Their friendship with one another,
however, never waivers. Even in the show's first season, when Gretchen catches Lindsay drunkenly
smooching her love interest, the confrontation that follows sidesteps judgment or betrayal, opting
instead for a catharsis of mutual failures and fears.

In real life, Cash and Donohue are just as close.

"We balance each other and | think that's true of Gretchen and Lindsay too," says Cash. "Kether is
going to be Kether in every situation, and | can always count on that as her friend. She's incredibly
loyal."

Like their characters, Cash and Donohue's bond has helped each other through personal lows off-
screen.

"This past year, | was in the darkest depression," says Donohue. "It sounds so dramatic, but it's true.
Aya changed my life because she was one of the few people that | rawly opened up to -- and she
didn't run away. Her words and actions are in harmony. That's a big deal."

We're standing in Los Angeles' Museum of Broken Relationships, which felt like the perfect place to
interview the stars of a show known for its own wry take on amiss relationships. The main gallery
looms with hundreds of objects on display, the painful detritus leftover from break-ups and given to
the museum by anonymous donors looking to clean away the cobwebs. Each item -- from a wedding
dress shoved into a pickle jar to an empty toothpaste tube -- is bequeathed to its own pedestal with a
typed contextual story of love gone awry.

Cash and Donohue are also friendly with the the museum'’s director, Alexis Hyde, and, later, we invade
her office for our chat. Perhaps it is the emotional frequency of the museum, but Cash and Donohue
gamely dive right in to a candid conversation with Hyde and | about marriage, death, Tinder and
friends with babies.



My take on You're The Worst, is that your characters resist relationships because they are
pulled by a larger existential dilemma, a resistance to aging and death— like, you move in, get
married, have kids, and die. | wonder if you feel this in your own lives?

Kether Donohue: It's strange. You can have success in the external world, but internally, you're
shattered. I'm with someone now, but before— all my friends were in relationships or buying houses,
doing grown-up things. While | have a wonderful career, and I'm successful in that realm, | wasn't
feeling like an adult on the inside. It was constantly being reminded of my own mortality— fear.

Aya Cash: I'm super aware of death. You get to a certain point in your life and you think, 'Am | doing
this because it's how | want to live my life or because this is what we're told we should do?' It's
something | have to constantly reevaluate.

Donohue: In the midst of my depression, | told Aya, 'l don't want to be vulnerable anymore.' | was
living in a traumatic state. She said to me, 'just because someone else couldn't handle your
vulnerability, that doesn't mean you stop.' Stephen [Falk, creator of You're the Worst], was also an
inspiring force. When | confided in him about my depression, he said, 'Remember Lindsay's advice to
Gretchen in Episode 7 of Season 2: 'Wear the stains on the outside of my clothes.' Both he and Aya
reinvigorated my belief in the power of vulnerability. Things matter. As humans, we want to think we

are invecting in camethino What'e it all far?
Cash: And that's not an answerable question. So, what you do with that question is my question?
That's a good question.

Cash: | have to choose not to ask that question because | can't live that way. It's debilitating.

Donohue: When you have genuine present moments of joy, you're in such a beautiful state that this
question doesn't even matter. So, maybe that's the purpose.

Cash: I'm going to call this movement Buddhism. [Everyone laughs].| name it BUDDHISM!
I'm just a witness.

Cash: My dad is a Buddhist priest so.

Donohue: Oh my God.

Cash: He used to sit me down and make me meditate with him. We'd look at each other and he'd say
— I'm not your father. He wanted me to see him just as a person. And, he'd look at me like not his
daughter.

Donohue: No way!

Cash: So, by the time | was fourteen, | was like— You're not my dad!



That's amazing.

Cash: As a culture, overall, | think we value interpersonal relationships above most— like, Alexis,
you're single.

Hyde: I'll let you play with my Tinder when we're done.
Cash: Everyone expects you to be actively looking—or else something is wrong with you.

Hyde: Most of my hours are at this museum. When | do look, it's vastly unsatisfying. The problem is
sometimes you just don't find people. You know, I'm wrapping my head around that. It's fine. But,
people's knee jerk reaction— Oh, you'll find someone. Well, no, that's not true. | might not.

Cash: Or you might find someone who is amazing for a few years and then not. But, this idea of a
forever person...

In relationships, and especially in marriage, you hear the word "compromise" often. What does
that word mean to you?

Donohue: It's romantic. It says, you matter to me— therefore, I'm willing to create a new way of
looking at the situation. | think it involves sacrifice.

Cash: In college, | read Letters to a Young Poet and | remember this idea of two whole people coming
together and creating something outside of themselves as opposed to two halves trying to make a
whole. | don't know if compromise always entails sacrifice. It's not so much about giving something
up, but shifting perspective.

Donohue: It's a creative act.

Hyde: My compromises are with my friends who are in couples having kids. Their priorities have
shifted, but mine have not. Our compromise is, ' I'm going to see you at 7 p.m. on Monday because
that's when the baby's asleep.’

Cash: Why would people do that? Have kids and shorten their fun time? [Laughter.]

Hyde: I'm like, 'Okay, I'll accommodate you. Maybe you'll accommodate me? Maybe you would have
gone to sleep earlier because you didn't sleep the night before because of said kid, or whatever.' We
have to redefine our time together.

As you get older, do you find it's harder to stay friends with people who have different
lifestyles than you or people who still engage in a lifestyle you once had?

Cash: | feel deep sadness each time a friend tells me she's pregnant for selfish reasons. | don't engage
in the same way. | assume their things are more important than mine, so | don't invite them out. |
don't want them to feel bad if they can't come. It's a weird walking on eggshells. I'm sad that | feel this
wav— like | won't see them as much anvmore.



Hyde: | may never understand it because children aren't in my life trajectory now and may never be.

Donohue: If you are really a priority and love each other, you will compromise, no matter what. You
will stay connected.

Hyde: It's broken because it's never going to be what it was. It's a new layer of death, and | guess it's
okay to grieve those Saturday nights or last minute phone calls. You can miss those things, but still
support each other on this new journey . ... Very little sacrificing or compromising happens on
Tinder, though.

Cash: | know! How does that work with dating?

Hyde: Poorly. Online dating is very firm. Everyone has what they want and I'm guilty of that too. It's
like, 'Oh God, he wants me to go kayaking!' If | met him in real life and he wanted to kayak, | could let
him do those things . . . while | go to an art museum. But, instead, I'm like, 'Nope! No compromise on
that. This is on your menu. There's nothing | can do about it. I'll go eat somewhere else.’

What is a broken relationship? Do all relationships get broken at some point?

Cash: Yeah, | guess all relationships are ultimately broken because relationships change. They break
and come back together. Sometimes, it's hard to identify whether it's permanently broken or just
taking new shape. I've been with my husband for eleven years. Our relationship has broken many
times and we've put it back together in many new forms. This is commitment. | also have had broken
friendships, and those are just as devastating.

Donohue: The worst.

Cash: Women who ghost other women: | don't understand. | was ghosted by a girl. | had to chase her
down and say, ' Do you or don't you want to be my friend?' | felt like an idiot.

Donohue: | was talking with my boyfriend about this. | was sad because | had lost some relationships.
He dramatically looked at me, and said, 'At one point in your life, everyone will break your heart: your
mother, your sister, your brother.' It wasn't negative. It was like an understanding of life. That's how it
goes.

Hyde: Just because it's broken doesn't mean it's bad. That's what I've learned here at the museum.
Breaks inform you as a person. That's the important thing for people to remember. Everyone gets
broken.
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‘Grease: Live’ Actress Kether Donohue Is
Redefining Hollywood’s ‘Every’ Woman

Kether Donohue is a laid back, easy-breezy chick. She’s lying on the couch in her
“high-tech” dressing room, as she describes the small piece of fingerprint-
secured real estate she’s occupying on the Warner Bros. lot, taking a break from
rehearsals to speak with me about playing the part of Jan in Sunday’s one-night
production of “Grease: Live!”

“I’'mkind of living the life right now,” she says.

Kether radiates positive energy while gushing about the project, a three-month
endeavor soon to come to fruition. She says,

It’s just so fun... Honestly, it feels like I’'m in summer camp. It has a really nostalgic
feel to it ‘cause I went to a performing arts-type school, and as a kid I was used to
being around performers — singers, dancers and actors — and the feeling on set is like
that.

There’s this incredible camaraderie between all the Pink Ladies and the T Birds.
Everyone’s happy to be here, and everyone loves what they do. We work really hard,
but we’re having a great time, and so there’s a very positive energy on set that’s just
infectious.

Although the 30-year-old describes having a visceral reaction to the theater
experience, Kether’s oeuvre is rooted in television and film.

She got her footing doing voiceovers for Japanese animation series throughout
her college years at Fordham University on the Upper West Side of Manhattan,
not a far shot from where she grew up on the Lower East Side with her mother,
father and younger brother John.

Just after graduating, Kether landed an off-, off-Broadway gig that paid a cringe-
worthy $300 for the entire run, a rude awakening that ushered her into a
waitressing gig at New York City’s oldest standing watering hole, Landmark
Tavern.

She’s honest about how that fared, admitting,

1 was actually really excited to be a waitress. I kind of glamorized the idea of being a
starving, struggling actor doing theater — there was something about it that felt really
cool to me.

And then I got fired for trying to unionize the waitresses so that didn't work out.

She’s inherently engaging, the quintessence of The Girl Next Door, and I find
myself picturing her in a waitress’ apron, Rosie The Riveter-esque ensemble, fist
in the air, red lipstick strewn, leading a gaggle of women through the rickety
doors.

A little bit of patience would bring roles in Michael Morrissey’s “Boy Wonder”
(2010) and Barry Levinson’s “The Bay™ (2012), which received critical acclaim
and led to cameos in TV series like “The Carrie Diaries™ and “Roval Pains.”
It was her small but mighty role as Alice in “Pitch Perfect” and then a cameo
“Pitch Perfect 2,” however, that came at a pivotal moment in Kether's career,
shooing her into the regular role of Lindsay Jillian in FX’s “You're The Worst,” a
dark romantic comedy in which the reality of living with clinical depression
comes to life.
ANA NOW, Sunaay Drings another Opportunity I0r Ketner to Immerse Nerseir in
reimagined television, in the aged-but-timeless tale of Rydell High told through
a new lens.

She stands among a diverse cast of singers, dancers and actors in the one-night
national telecast, including Julianne Hough, Carly Rae Jepsen, Vanessa Hudgens
and Keke Palmer as the OG squad, the Pink Ladies.
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The production has been a palpable learning experience for Kether; she’s first to
address that she’s not a professionally trained dancer, which posed the biggest
challenge for her coming into the project.

She says,

Sometimes I feel like Lucille Ball in ‘I Love Lucy’ when she’s trying to dance. ...

I’m not the most coordinated of the bunch; however, I like to use everything as a gift.
I’ve actually found that that kind of works for the character of Jan and that actually
was part of the way I found Jan in my body.

Jan is clumsy. Jan is not very put-together.

There’s an iconic scene in Randal Kleiser’s 1987 film adaption of “Grease,”
during which the Pink Ladies are gathered around during a sleepover and Jan
steals the spotlight with her imitation of the toothpaste commercial on
television: “Brush-a, brush-a, brush-a/ it’s the new Ipana / with a brand new
flavor / it’s healthy for your teeth.”

Jan is the epitome of awkward; she’s gangly and quirky, not yet as sexualized as
her Pink Lady counterparts Rizzo and Marty, nor as sensationalized as an air-
headed Frenchy.

Jan fits in; she’s comfortable being as she is, and the strong personalities she’s
bound to thrive in the absence of another.

When Sunday’s big event arrives, however, Kether surely will not melt into the
social identity of Jan. There’s a new Pink Lady to be expected with Kether
embodying the character, one that effects a cultural change in the name of the
infallible every woman.

0 ketherdonohue

Kether consciously emulates the flawed, imperfect, human, every woman in the
role of Lindsay in “You’re The Worst,” capitalizing on the creative freedom it
allows to stake her claim as an actress in Hollywood.

She astutely says,

No matter what shape or size, or what you look like, I think all women can relate to
feeling a complex mixture of qualities.

Some days you wake up and you feel great, and you look in the mirror and you’re like,
‘Oh my god, I look great today.” And other days you wake up and you’re like, ‘Oh no,
gained five pounds, and I have pimples, and I feel disgusting.”

Some days you feel sexy and other days you don’t. Women are complicated — thank
god, for complicated, complex creatures — and it’s nice to have a platform to portray
that. And I think it’s comforting to women ..

I think it’s critical for there to be a diverse portrayal of different body types of women
on TV, shown in a positive light. And I’m really happy to be a part of that.

It’s her personification of Lindsay (aka, Linzer) that landed her a nomination at
this year’s Critics’ Choice Awards for Best Supporting Actress in a Comedy Series
sidekick to Best Actress in a Comedy Series nominee Aya Cash as Gretchen
Cutler.



in Los Angeles, quietly making waves for women in new age media.

We can impatiently anticipate seeing Kether again in season three of “You’re The
Worst,” but when I ask her whether the “Grease” experience has altered her
opinion in considering opportunities she may have been uninterested in before,
Kether’s optimism shines again,

P’m excited to see what’s to come. You know, the exciting thing about being an artist is
that you have no way of predicting when your next job is going to be, where it’s going
to come from, or where it’s going to be. ...

Ijust kind of trust that the next job I do will be what’s meant to be and that’s exciting.

In the meantime, though, it’s her passion for her craft that keeps her motivated
to work hard for her next big gig. I'm actually left feeling somewhat enlightened
by her refreshing perspective on what so many refer to as the dreaded,
monotonous, everyday grind.

She tells me,

Ithink that for me, as an artist, [being continually, authentically inspired is] critical.
Whether you’re in an audition, whether you’re in a call back, whether you’re on set,
whether you’re in rehearsal, keeping things fresh and spontaneous and new and
feeling that inspiration is also what keeps me going.

I'think that the minute you feel like you’re on auto-pilot or doing something
mechanical just for the sake of doing it, is death for an actor. That pours over to
anything.

Television star, theater actress, voiceover artist... guru?

Twonder what makes Kether so seemingly level-headed, a surprising deviation
from Lindsay, a 20-something so drastically fazed by superficial appeal, she
marries a man for nothing but that.

“Eww,” Lindsay responds in the season two premiere, after learning the
definition of love is to put someone else’s needs before your own, rather than her
assumption of “Hey, I love you, smooch smooch, now go make me some Bagel
Bites.”

Where Kether’s authentic self aligns with her fictional character, however, is in
her spontaneous and innately free-spirited nature. She credits the show’s
creator, Stephen Falk, for giving her the opportunity to play Lindsay and

push the boundaries.

Kether tells me,

I think so often in comedy, women are put in a box. Oftentimes, you are either
categorized as the larger, funny girl, who is not portrayed as attractive, or more the
thinner, leading, pretty lady who doesn’t get to be funny.

The great thing about Lindsay is that she’s a delicious mix of both.

The delicious mix she’s referring to is the captivating personality with
which viewers so deeply empathize. Lindsay challenges the norm set forth by the
media’s predetermined, picturesque, perfect woman.

She’s funny, in both an oblivious and conscious way. Her curvy sex appeal is
juxtaposed by a woman who’s acutely unaware of when she’s actually being
somewhat gross.

Lindsay is fundamentally flighty, but she has gravitas. The complexity of the
character is tangible, and her conviction, despite being repressed by her ex-
husband, makes me want to give her a standing O — if not for Paul’s inability to
give her one on his own.

There’s one last bit of information I must squeeze out of the bubbly voice on the
other end of the phone, and that’s if her love life is as nonexistent as my own.
She reveals to me candidly, “I’'m enjoying a single phase in my life because I was
in long-term relationships since I was 17 years old.”

After two lengthy, serious relationships and another short-term, involved
romance, Kether is just like every other single female, weaving through the slim
pickings: She’s ready to indulge in alone time and selfishly embrace being her.

She says, “I think [alone time is] important. When I do meet the man of my
dreams, I'll know more of what to look for and more of what I need.” She knows
it sounds cliché, but such is life. Woman to woman, I can agree.

Come what may for Kether Donohue, her ingenuity will continue to captivate.

Don’t miss the one-night production of “Grease: Live!” this Sunday, January 31
at 7 pmET only on FOX.



s a girl, Julianne Hough was
forbidden from watching
Grease. Her parents deemed
the 1950s-set teen love story
“too racy,” she tells Us. But
when Mom and Dad went to work,
Hough would hotfoot it down to the
basement and pop in the 1978 John
Travolta-Olivia Newton-John flick
(based on the 1972 Broadway musical):
“I'd put on my own production!” Two
decades later, she’s the star again — and
now shel have an audience of millions.
On Fox's Grease: Live!, the singer-dancer
headlines as sweet Sandy, whose heart
is set on bad boy Danny (Aaron Tveit).
Welcome back to Rydell High! (13
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"l am obsessed,”
she tells Us of the
“iconic” Pink Ladies
satin jocket, "|

plan on taking it*
Meanwhile, she's
nailing the torchy
"There Are Worse
Things | Could Do.”
Says Kether Dono-
hue: "We cry when

High Schoal Musi-
col star never went
you-know-where,

After being home-
schooled by Mom,
she would hit Dis-
neyland! "We lved
down the street.”

*| foel ke I'm
frauding through a
singing career,” ad-
mits the You're the
Worst actress, For
her audition, she
tackled “Summer
Nights" — the male
and female parts
~ but | forgot the
fines and | tripped.”

Get-
ting kicked out of
an all-giris Catholic
establishment in
NYC (sha's mum
on why) landed her
at the Professional
Children's School,
“where | met my
best friends.”
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All of Grease: Live's Best and Sexiest Moments—In GIF
Form!




Let us guess: Your face is stuck in a
permanent grin too?

WATCH
KRIST

TV Spoilers & Exclusives

Grease: Live has officially graced the
world with its presence, and it probably

ZWITH

couldn't have been more magical. We

honestly had a great time, and it looked
like everyone on those multiple stages had even more fun than we did.

The sets were incredible, the choreography was insane, and most of the
performances had us jumping out of our chairs, both in awe and to make it easier
to sing and dance along.

Starring Julianne Hough, Aaron Tveit, Vanessa Hudgens, Carly Rae Jepsen, Keke
Palmer, Carlos PenaVega and Kether Donohue, Fox's Grease Live was all the
magic of the movie, plus a little extra.

You're gonna be hand-jiving for the rest of your lives, basically. Don't fight it. Just
let it happen, and embrace the magic that is Grease Live with GIFs from the entire
show!

Feel free to head to the comments with your own thoughts, but if you hated it...we
do not agree.

Same, Jan. Same.



Honestly, this might just be an entire blog of Kether Donohue GIFs, because this girl
is having a GREAT time tonight. Bonus appearance by Patty Simcox, who is quickly
becoming our favorite character.

Dear world: Please cast Kether Donohue in everything. Every. Single. Thing.
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There’s a lot of familiar names when it comes to the actresses who play the
Pink Ladies in Grease Live! There’s Dancing With the Stars’ Julianne Hough
playing Sandy. High School Musical’s Vanessa Hudgens returns to high school
once again to play Rizzo. Scream Queens’ Keke Palmer is the new and
improved Marty, while Carly Rae Jepsen plays beauty school dropout
Frenchy. But you may be left wondering, who is playing

Well, that would be Kether Donohue, which probably leads to your next
question: Who is Kether Donohue?

Jan in Grease Live!?

Donohue is an actress and voice-over artist who currently appears on the FX
show You're The Worst as the best friend, who is funny and unapologetic.
Basically, she’s the worst, but you'll still like her. If you don't watch that show
(and you really should), you may have seen Donohue in Pitch Perfect, where
she has a cameo as a lead Barden Bella who's not so happy to pass the torch.
Or perhaps you saw T/:¢ Bay, a found footage horror flick about the spread of
a parasitic disease. She’s starred in a few off-Broadways shows and has made
afew TV cameos on shows like the Carrie Diaries, Royal Pains, and Late Night
with Conan O’Brien where she played “Pregnant Intern.”

None of those ring a bell? Well, then maybe you've heard Donohue’s voice in
a commercial for Chanel lip gloss, IHOP's stuffed French toast, or Ben &
Jerry’s ice cream. She’s also done some animation work, with her voice
popping up on Pokémon. It's safe to say, though, that Grease Live! is her
biggest project to date, being that it’s on a major network who's been
promoting the heck out of it.
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But whether you recognize Donohue or not, she’s definitely someone who is
changing how we see women on TV. She told Bustle back in September that
You're The Worst plays with female stereotypes, revealing how ridiculous they
can be through humor. “[You're The Worst] pokes fun at the fat best friend
with the fat Lindsay, but also Lindsay also gets to be sexy and funny and
grotesque,” Donohue said. “It’s very rare that you see a woman eating the way
Lindsay does on the show.” She also added, “What’s great about this show is
that there’s really no label on the female character.”




ohue - This Woman's Work (You're The Worst)

Donohue showed off her vocal talents on the first season of You're The Worst
when her character Lindsay drunkenly did an amazing karaoke version of
Kate Bush’s “This Woman's Work.” Luckily too, since
, Jan has a chance to sing more than the
. She could possibly sing a song
called "Mooning,” and help Sandy out on “It’s Raining On Prom Night,” if they
decide to go that route.

Donohue showed off her vocal talents on the first season of You're The Worst
when her character Lindsay drunkenly did an amazing karaoke version of

Kate Bush’s “This Woman'’s Work.” Luckily too, since
,Jan has a chance to sing more than the
. She could possibly sing a song
called "Mooning,” and help Sandy out on “It’s Raining On Prom Night,” if they

decide to go that route.

Seriously, the more Donohue, the better since this probably means we'll see
her on more late shows, where she can tell more stories about her life. She
made her late night debut on Conan recently and managed to tell her
apartment fire audition story, which is just one of many things that will
basically make you wish she would do more movies or TV specials. It's that

good.

i= Playlist ~ @ Kether Donohue’s Crazy Apartment Fire Audition Story
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10 Best 'Grease: Live' Moments to Relive

Vanessa Hudgens gave a career-highlight performance as Rizzo, plus Boyz Il Men were truly Angels

M BY BRITTANY SPANOS | February 1, 2016

The multicultural casting in ‘Grease: Live’ was refreshing to watch Tommy Garcia/Fox

Fox's Grease: Live production was as flashy and fun as one would hope the
adaptation to be. Fusing the Broadway show with the familiarity of the film,
the three-hour television event was a fun, entertaining event packed with
strong performances, gorgeous costumes and massive sets. While the show
overall was one of the strongest televised musicals from the recent influx of
them (and only beat by The Wiz), here are 10 of our favorite moments,

performances and aspects of the TV spectacle.

9. Those Magic Breakout Stars

The biggest scene-stealers of the night were Kether Donohue and Jordan
Fisher. Donohue, who already steals scenes on You're the Worst, gave an
even more playful flare to the already goofy Jan. Even when she didn't have
lines, Donohue’s reactions and movements in the back of the scene would
be particularly amusing to watch and made it seem regretful that Jan doesn't
have a bigger role in the show. Fisher became the resident heartthrob of the
T-Birds, singing “Those Magic Changes” to not only a rapt audience on set
but the viewers who made his version the most downloaded track off the

soundtrack.

vy = =y — =~



The 7 Most Unexpected Scene Stealers and
Breakout Stars of 'Grease: Live!'

VN

We are hopelessly devoted to the cast of Grease: Live!

We knew that Rydell High's biggest names like Julianne Hough and Vanessa
Hudgens would rule the school with their impeccable dance moves and
proven pipes, but we were blown away by the spectacular ensemble cast.

From Carly Rae Jepsen's impressive acting debut to Boyz Il Men's heaven-
sent performance, here are the seven breakout stars who unexpectedly stole
the show!

3. Jan (Kether Donohue)

We cannot say enough amazing things about Donohue's performance as the

Twinkie-loving queen of one-liners. Despite the fact that Jan is the only Pink
Lady without a solo, Donohue's on-screen charm, subtle physical gags, and

impeccable comedic timing caused her to steal every scene that she was in.
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Emmy Breakout newner vononue on You're the Worst’
Breasts, Cocaine and Bad Romance: Watch Her
#selfieinterview (Video)

TV | By Tim Appelo on June 24, 201

D 8:21 am
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TheWrap's complete coverage of
the Primetime Emmy Awards.

m “I get to say outrageous things but also explore

complexities of the human mind,” actress tells TheWrap

A version of this story first appeared in the TheWrap Magazine’s

Emmy Comedy-Drama Issue. #selfieinterview produced in partnership
“ with Verge.

Watch # selfieinterview

With TheWrap's Emmy Kether Donohue, a fresh face and comic voice known for “Pitch
Breakout Stars (Video) Perfect” and “The Bay,” got a career boost when her FX show “You're

the Worst” got a Critics’ Choice Award nomination for Best Comedy ‘MADAM SECRETARY'S’ TEA LEONI ON
' A oy ! ARACTER’S RE [

TheWrap: What's distinctive about “You're the Worst?”

Kether Donohue: It shows the darker sides of life that other romantic
comedies do not. Stephen Falk, our creator and showrunner, is brilliant
and all of our writers push boundaries and aren't afraid of showing the
dark side — but you're laughing the whole way through

Stephen Falk is noted for producing “Weeds” and “Orange is the
New Black.” Will fans of those shows find something to like?
Absolutely. It's similar in the way it's hilarious but it's also really dark
and honest, and you see yourself in these characters in the most
genuine way. | think the thing that separates our show from other
shows is that it's not afraid to talk about the things we're ashamed of
‘Cause shame is a thing that no one really talks about, but we all have
weird stuff that we do when we're by ourselves that we don't even want



So the two lovers, Jimmy (Chris Geere) and Gretchen (Aya Cash) are the stars, and you
and Desmin Borges are the best friends.

Yes, they're two toxic, self-destructive people who don't believe in love but of course they fall in
love. But they don't know how to be in love. Who knows how to be in love, quite frankly? Nobody.
There's no rule book. They're trying to figure it out

The show got a Critics’ Choice nomination. Exciting?
All the reviews have been beyond, | mean-I'm speechless by the love we've gotten from them.

Also Read: 12 Emmy Breakout Stars From 2015 TV Season's Comedies and Dramas

Tell me about the start of your career.

I've been auditioning since I'm nine years old. Honestly, most of my friends I've met in audition
rooms, because you're always auditioning. I've done commercials that Sam Mendes directed.
Paul Feig directed me in a commercial. | was honored to work with Barry Levinson in a film
called “The Bay.” Jordan Vogt-Roberts [“The Kings of Summer”], who is blowing up right now,
directed me in an Audi commercial, and he’s the reason | got the audition [for “You're the Worst"].

Jeff Vespa



Tell me how opportunity struck when you were a waitress.

| kind of wanted to be a waitress in New York City. | thought it was fun and glamorous in its own
way. Like in the movie “Beaches” when Bette Midler is banging on the radiator and it's cold and
she’s poor. | kind of thought that would be fun to be like a poor struggling actor.

Also read: 9 Questions With ‘Veep’ Star Anna Chlumsky: Emmy Contender Quickie

So | got a job at the oldest Irish pub in New York City. But they didn't pay minimum wage, we just
worked for tips. Which was great, if it was busy, you could walk away with 300 bucks. But once |
worked a 12-hour shift and we only had one table so | made $6. So | tried to unionize the
waitresses and then | got fired. The owner called me up and was like [in a thick Irish accent],
“Let's just call it a day, Kether, this just isn't working out.”

But it was nice because simultaneously | had booked my first-ever play in New York at Ensemble
Studio Theater [Taylor Mac’s “Okay"] and | got to do a really fun one-act play. And from there |
just kept working, whether it was commercials or voiceovers.

Are there spontaneous moments on the show?

All four of the actors in “You're the Worst,” we all have strong theater backgrounds. We all play
off of each other in that way that you would in theater. You kind of are up for anything out of the
blue happening and getting it on film, you know? We're all just open to playing. It kind of feels like
we're all playing a basketball game together and we're all warmed up and passing the ball and we
have a nice rhythm going on.

What did he see in you? Do you think some of the spunk and irreverence of your
character is actually part of you?

That's kind of the cool thing about acting: It's kind of a mystery, you don't know where anything
comes from. You have to draw from your personal experiences but also you use your
imagination, and it's kind of nice to not think about it too much and just play.

Did your friendship with Aya Cash contribute to the performance?

Absolutely. When we were testing for the show we had chemistry reads. | was testing with two
other girls, Aya was testing with someone else. And when Aya and myself got in the room, we
had genuine chemistry because we had known each other already. | think it was that whole New
York bond.

What was your favorite scene in Season 1?

What | love about Lindsay is that on one hand | get to do funny, outrageous stuff, like in Episode 9
of Season 1 | snorted cocaine off my breast. So that's funny. But then there’s also like sweet,
touching, heartfelt stuff, like in the season finale Lindsay and Gretchen have a real heart-to-heart
moment, and Kind of a breakthrough moment in their friendship. And that was an honor to play
out.

| love how | get to say outrageous funny things but also explore complexities of the human mind
and share that with the other characters.

Also read: 6 Questions With ‘Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt’ Star Jane Krakowski: Emmy
Contender Quickie

You're going for the laugh and also the character arc.
Yeah. The show experience is the whole canvas of emotions on both ends, of funny and sad and
confusing.

What’'s funny and sad about Lindsay?

What's funny about her is she’'s spontaneous and just does things you don't expect. What's sad is
I think what all people go through. You may think your life is going to play out one way, and
decisions and behaviors and your everyday life are based on what your parents want for you or to
impress people in society for external superficial factors. But then in all of our lives we'll have
something where things shatter and fall apart, and relationships fall apart, and you question who
you are. And you feel lonely and you feel lost and you feel judged and you feel ashamed.
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"You're the Worst" Star Kether Donohue: "It's Cool to See
Women Eating on TV"

"We eat things other than salads."

L e A : A1E &
a By Sarah Caldwell Sep 30, 2015 n u E

On You're the Worst, scene-stealer Kether Donohue plays Lindsay, a lovable, unemployed, recently
separated mess who is both hilarious and blunt, but also vulnerable and maybe a litfle unhinged
(see: her putting her ex's used condom in the freezer). Lindsay may not be part of the main couple
of the show, but, in her character’s own words, she's Beyoncé, not Kelly Rowland. In honor

of You're the Worsts stellar second season, with new episodes Wednesdays at 10:30 p.m. on FXX,
Cosmopolitan.com chatted with Donohue about Tinder, stealing dresses fromset, and why she
doesn't want to talk negatively about her own figure.

In the last episode, we learned that Lindsay's dating profile said she was looking for
guys with a lot of money and/or giant hogs. Your reaction to thatfLaughs.] She has
really high standards.

How would you personally critique her Tinder profileZ would probably say that she

should look a little more at internal qualities of men, perhaps. Although the external qualities are,
you know; important, I think maybe she should be a little less superficial.

Have you ever helped a friend set up their Tinder profile?No, However, a bunch of my
friends convinced me to go on Tinder a year ago. And I found the idea of having a profile so
awkward that I just put my pictures up with no writing. Because any time I went to write something
about myself like, "Hi, this is my age and this is what I'm looking for." I just felt way too corny.
Tinder is ridiculous. I got kinda tired of the whole thing after two days.




What's the main kind of Tinder guy you saw in LA, AVell, actually, thes was vhen |
NewYork And I thought I got ludky. The first guy I went ca a date with, I'm not goana s
was, bat he was this ssxophone player in 2 famous band. So I'm kike, "Oh, Tinder is really working
out well for me. I'mgetting really lucky here.” And then I met him and #t tumed cut to notbe 0
great He was kind of weard.

(19

I'M KINDA TIRED OF TRYING TO STEP
INSIDE GUYS' HEADS. IT'S A LITTLE
EXHAUSTING.

fw

Also, the thing that bothers me is, as a single woman, you kind of want to be courted and you want
the guy to ask you out on a proper date. And on Tinder, the guy has it mapped out for him. And
what I found was common on Tinder, which Idon't understand, [is] even after you match and
you're messaging, it seems like pulling teeth to actually [get the guys to] ask you out. It's like, "Are
we just gonna chat for five days?" I was messaging with this one guy for, likea week. And he knew
everything about me! He knew the time I was born. He knew my mom had a Cesarean. At the end of
the week, I was just so confused. I'm like, "Does this man just love messaging me and never wants
to meet me?" I'm kinda tired of trying to step inside guys' heads, It's a little exhausting.

One thing I thought was funny about Lindsay's profile was that she had this hot
lingerie on, but then she had wing sauce on her face. What do you think that says
about her as a character?I thinkiit's great. What I love about playing Lindsay is that she kind of
has this childhood innocence about her where she doesn't seem to have basic, normal, human
manners. She's not malicious about it. You know what Imean? She's not trying to hurt anybody.
She's just a little oblivious sometimes. So she probably just went home and kept eating the wing
sauce. And then shewas like, "Oh shit, I've gotta multitask here. Gotta put on the lingerie, ‘cause
Edgar's coming over." And then she probably just forgot she had wing sauce.

In the pilot and in the opening credits, we see Lindsay in more conservative clothes,
but now she wears more revealing, flattering dresses. Are you happier with your new
wardrobe?! know, in the opening credits she's such a good girl. Ifeel like the raunchy Lindsay was
always living inside of her, just waiting to be unleashed. But, yeah, I love, love, love the wardrobe
department on curshow and wejust have a really great time together in fittings. I loved the white
dress from episode six of season one so much that Istole it from the wardrobe department. And
then this season Istole ancther dress that I just wear everywhere now.

‘What is it that you like about it'm short and I'm curvyand so shopping is hard for me
sometimes, So what I love about the dress is that it just fits my body well. You know, my boobs are a
little bigger on top and my waist goes in, so it hugs my waist and then it kind of flairs out around the
leg area. It just accentuates the good and hides the bad.

Lindsay seems very sex-positive and she seems to be very comfortable with her
sexuality, so why do you think thatshe's still kind of into Paul, who is dearlynot
good at sex?It's a mixture of ego and also authentically missing him. It's very natural that when
you feel rejected by someone, you are really bruised and hurt, and you want to get them back. And
then even though their marriage wasn't great, he was still a very important person in her life. I
believe perhaps she genuinely m him and is regretting being a bad wife. And what Ilove is
that You're the Worst explores these complexities ina very honest way, because we are not black-
and-white.
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WE'RE TAUGHT AS A SOCIETY WHAT IS

ACCEPTABLE FOR WOMEN TO LOOK LIKE

AND WHAT'S NOT. AND WHERE FAT

SHOULD BE AND SHOULDN'T.
As afeminist, just to speak to what women go through, I think women are put in a box way too
often. What I love aboutYoure the Worstis that no female character is portrayed as a black-and-
white cartoon character. We're all complicated, messy human beings. And a part of me even regrets
talking about that dress in that way. Because why are we always trying to hide things about our
bodies? You know what I mean? I'm guilty of it too. I think women are very guilty of buying into
that. Sometimes I catch myself if I'm shopping and I'm like, "I want to hide niy thighs and my
arms." And then I'kind of take aminute where I'm like, "No, that's not really being kind to yourself.
Maybelearn to embrace things that we're taught as women not to like.” We're taught as a society
what is acceptable for women to look like and what's not. And where fat should be and shouldn't.
And 1 think it's important to sometimes reprogram ourselves and recondition ourselves to not have
so much negativity toward our own bodies.

Definitely. In the first season, Lind say was dieting and kind of self-conscious about
herself, but this season the very exciting thing is how she's so free and having
fun.Exactly. And Ithinkit's cool to see women on television eating. Women eat. We eat things
other than salads.
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You're the Worst's Kether Donohue on
Her 'Brilliant' Coke Scene, Edgar's
Infatuation and More Season 2 Scoop

By Kimberly Roots / June 22 2015, 2245 PM PDT
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It doesn’'t matter that, outside of Kether
Donohue‘s trailer on the set of You're the
Worst, it’s Friday afternoon.

Inside, it's Sunday. (As in, Funday.)

“l wish | could tell you what I'm wearing
right now, but | can’t, because it'll give
stuff away,” the actress teasingly tells

TVLine, laughing, via phone. A\

Fans of the show will recall when, in Season 1, Lindsay passionately snorted
cocaine off her own chest, a deliciously over-the-top scene that showcased
Donohue’s physical comedy skills and made an excellent argument for her
inclusion in this year's Outstanding Supporting Actress Emmy race.

“Lindsay’s at an 11 when she does the coke,” the actress says, laughing. “OK,
Lindsay is at a f—king 25 right now,” as the series shoots its second annual Sunday
Funday episode. “If that was 11, you don't even want to know.”

But who could blame Linds for wanting to have a little fun? After all, she finished
the FX comedy's first season tearfully singing Kate Bush karaoke after learning that
her husband, Paul, had engaged in an emotional affair with a fellow homebrew
aficionado. (Nevermind that Lindsay had engaged in an actual affair of her own)

Lindsay meeting herself face-to-face and saying, ‘Who am 1? What do I want in
life? How did | even get to this place?,'” Donohue previews. “She's figuring out who
she is by herself.”

Read on as Donohue, clad in her mystery costume, looks back on Lindsay's lowest
point and previews what'’s to come — including the aftermath of that hair-sniffing
moment in the Season 1 finale.

TVLINE | | have to tell you, | know this Is not the most Important thing, but Is the
scene that has stuck with me the longest Is you trying to snort cocalne off your
boobs.

We were being interviewed at AT X Festival recently and someone asked me...
“What was your favorite thing to shoot in Season 1?” I was like, | can’'t come up with
one, because the cocaine sniffing off my t-ts has to be in there. | can't make that
the favorite, because that might be strange... That was pretty brilliant on [series
creator] Stephen Falk’s part to put that in the script.



TVLINE | Was every take of that scene
as frenetic as the one that was used In
the eplsode?

| remember | was so sad that day,
because it was the last day of shooting
Season 1, and we're all so close. We've
all become such a family. | was
devastated. | remember saying to
myself, “This is your last scene you're
going to do for Season 1. You better f—
king enjoy it.”... 1 did feel like | was on something — and | wasn’t. [Laughs] | really
was snorting something healthy that the prop guy put for me, but just the act of
snorting it made me feel — it's kind of like if you're smoking a fake cigarette, you
still feel like you're smoking a real one. | think the prop situation definitely helped,
and then mixed with the fact that it was the last day of shooting, | was running on
adrenaline, | guess.
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— would be an easy character to hate. How do you keep her fun?

Thanks. I honestly think it's in the writing. Honestly, we're very lucky that the
characters are so fleshed out, and the plot and the story. Stephen Falk and the
other writers on the show — there’s Alison Bennett, Eva Anderson, Shane
Kosakowski, Franklin Hardy, Philippe lujvidin — all of them are just brilliant writers.
They all did it. | can’t take the credit for that.

_.Then also, when | read the script, | didn’t judge Lindsay... | approached it by just
looking at her like a girl who just wants to be seen and heard. She just wants to be
acknowledged and validated and feel special in the world in some way.

TVLINE | In the fInale, we saw Paul ask Lindsay for a divorce. What can you tell
us about how that plays out?

I cannot say if there’s going to be a divorce or no divorce. However, | can tell you
that we get to meet Paul’s new love interest, Amy, which is the beer girl. The beer
kooz. [Laughs]

TVLINE | Does Lindsay meet her, as well?

e
TVLINE | Before you go, let’s talk
about Edgar.

Des[min Borges] always calls Edgar the
moral compass of the show.

TVLINE | He definitely Is. We see him

In the finale not only watching Lindsay 1ternal
sing and having abig reaction to It, but Jesn't
In that last scene, sniffing her hair. She's

I made sure the come to set with fresh shampoo. My hair smells great this season. She
[Laughs] reatin
TVLINE | What can you tell us about what’s ahead for those two? with

I cannot say how Lindsay reacts, but it's nice. In Season 1, Edgar and Lindsay did a
lot of bonding. This season you get to see different sides...You get to see different
dynamics between them. They have fun together. There’s a lot of fun stuff where
we team up and pair up and go off on adventures.
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Kether Donohue Is the Best on ‘You're the Worst’

On FXX’s You’re The Worst, it’s still unclear who is actually the worst — although
the show’s crude, egotistical, perpetually underemployed Lindsay appears to be
leading the pack. Then how is she is also so darn lovable? It might be to the credit
of actress Kether Donohue, who plays Lindsay with such profound hilarity and
unabashed confidence that you’ll no doubt forget all the rest. (She also happens
to get all the best lines. From last night’s episode: “I thought all English people
were fancy, but these are like Alabama English people.”) So how does she do it? |
asked Donohue about playing “the worst”, how the show recently took a
surprising turn for the dark and why voicing a Pokémon prepared her to play
basically any role.

How does it feel to be redeeming the name Lindsay? | feel like we have been
dragged in the mud a little bit.

I know, | love it. Whenever | hear the name Lindsay, | actually have a literal
reaction. Where I’'m like, Oh, it’s me.

Well, there aren’t too many like Lindsay or Lindsey role models.

Totally. Wait, are you LindsAy or LindsEy?

I’m “E-Y”, as in Lindsey Buckingham. But it’s pronounced the same so | have
learned to accept all spellings.

Yes, | agree that our portrayal of the “A-Y” is revolutionary.

You’re just changing history. You guys are also changing the perception of
the TV rom-com. Did you kind of have any inkling that the show would would
take a turn from wacky-dark, to a dark-dark?

That’s all Stephen [Falk, You’re The Worst’s creator]. And | don’t think anybody
could have really prepared me for what we’re seeing now. All | knew from the get-
go was, when | read the pilot script, that there were hints of darkness. But I’'m
blown away. | think [Stephen] and the writers allowed themselves to go into the
unknown.

The audience knows what’s going on with Gretchen, but it feels like no one
else does. Why do you think that is? Why do you think that, as her best friend,
Lindsay is kind of blind to this very serious thing?



What was hilarious was that Stephen came up to me on set to tell me that | wasn’t
going to be in [last week’s episode]. He was so nervous to tell me | [wasn’t] in the
episode. He was like, “You’re not in episode 9 ... But you’re one of my favorite
people, and you’re singing in season 2 — that makes up for it.” It does!

At the end of the episode, you get a hint of the song and you’re like, In the
world of the show, is this a hit? So if Lindsay had to be one pop star, what pop
star do you think she’d be?

Oh. Duh. She loves Beyoncé. | think Lindsay is idolizing lives here and Beyonce is
a number one dream goal. Her hashtag goals. But | think in actuality she would
try really hard to be like Beyoncé and it will definitely not work out.

It seems like kind of as Gretchen sinks lower, Lindsay gets higher — they’re
passing ships in the night, in terms of one’s on an upswing while one’son a
downswing.

Yeah, exactly. It’s like | won. Yeah, | feel like Lindsay and Gretchen are both
thinking in their heads like, Man, | wish we could both just be normal for a day.

1 was kind of cruising your IMDb and you’re also the voice of a Pokémon. Did
that voice work, that type of anime exaggeration, help you look toward real
life characters?

Absolutely. It’s always been something I've done. | remember in middle school |
would always imitate my teachers. Actually, it was my birthday on Halloween and
my best friend flew in from New York, so | wanted it to be special. | wanted to go
to a really nice restaurant and she called one tried to make a reservation. They
turned us down. So | called them, and I've never done this before, but | was really
in survival mode. | put on a really deep voice, | was like [does a deep voice] “Hi, |
need to make a reservation.” | was like, “My client is being a pain in the ass. You
want to go to a restaurant on your birthday, and what can we make this happen?”
And it worked, it worked!

Oh my god. You did it.

My friend was like, Who’s this alter ego that came out of you? So | created this
character named Phyllis Deegan. She really gets shit done. She can get you into
any restaurant you want.

That could be a good side gig for you.

We went to a dance club later and | thought, I wonder what else Phyllis can do for
us. So | went up to the waiter and | was like, “Hi, I really want to sing karaoke,
what can you do?” And she was like, “No, we love you guys so much. Karaoke is on

»

us.
What?

They gave us a karaoke room! I'm telling you, it’s all Phyllis Deegan. If you ever
need to get into a really fancy restaurant, just call me.
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Grease:Llve's10
Best/Worst Moments
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BEST INCOGNITO SCENE-
STEALER

You're the Worst's Kether Donohue
— almost unrecognizable in
pigtails and horned-rim glasses —
had us howling with laughter with
everything from goofy punclines
about recipes from Good
Housekeeping to more subtle
moments like pointing a harsh
finger of judgment at Danny's
ne'er-do-well behavior.
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Fox's star-studded Grease: Live brings
back the ultimate high school musical
(Tell us more! Tell us more!)

EY ROBMOYNIHAN

n a warm mid-Decemnber afternoon in Burbank, the unmistak-
able strains of “whoa whoa whoa,” “doobee-do” and “ramma
lamma lamma® echo through the hallways of a dance studio. *1
find myself singing those ‘ramma lammas' in my sleep,” whis-
pers Kether Donohue (You 're the Worst), who plays bubbly Pink
Lady Jan in Fox's upcoming musical adaptation Grease: Live.
1°s only the third week of rehearsals, but it's already apparent that
the cast members go together like a-wop-bam-boom. During a run-
through of the iconic penultimate mumber, *You're the One That |
Want," pop singer Carly Rae Jepsen and Scream Querns’ Keke Palmer,
who play fellow Pink Ladies Frenchy and Marty, respectively, challenge
cach other to a Hula-Hoop competition, while Donohue and costar Da-
vid Del Rio (Putzie) improvise some viery NSFW moves. At the center of
the dance flooe, the show's two leads, Dancing With the Stars’ Julianne
Hough and Broadway vet and Graceland star Aaron Tveit, collapse into
fits of laughter as they work on perfecting the elaborate routine, which
sends them flying through the studio .on top of tables and bleachers.
“It feels like I'm in 11th grade doing West Side Story in a high
school cafeteria,” Tveit says during a break. “The balance of fun and
work, plus the energy that goes with it, is intense.”
Former Disney Channel star Vanessa Hudgens, who plays head
Pink Lady and perennial bad girl Rizzo, agrees with her costar. “[t's six
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days a week, nine hours a day, consisting of scene work
and choreography, so we're now at that point where
we're starting to mesh it all together. But these are
all genuinely good people who love their craft, so we all
make each other better.”

Under the direction of renowned Broadway helmer
Thomas Kail (Hamilton), Grease: Live marks the next
chapter in the growing trend of live musicals broadcast
on network television. After the success of NBC's The
Sound of Music Live!, which attracted over 18 million
viewers in 2013, Fox purchased the rights to Grease from
Paramount, which produced the clessic 1978 film starring
John Travolta and Olivia Newton-John, itself based on the
1971 musical. “Grease is rife for live television because It
is full of joy, energy, music, dance and fun,” says execu-
tive producer Marc Platt (Wicked). *Tt's
so much a part of our culture—the
film has been seen by generation after
generation, so there's that nostalgia.”

Set in the 19508, Graase centers on
the romance between good girl Sandy
(Hough) and greaser Danny (Tvedt).
After the two engage in a summer
fling, they meet agaln during their se-
nior year at Rydell High and must bal-
ance their feelings while staying loyal
to their cliques, the Pink Ladies and
the T-Birds. Thanks tosmash hitsongs 2 \
like “Summer Nights” and the Oscas- )
nominated “Hopelessly Devoted to X
You," Grease remains the highest-
grossing movie musical in ULS. history. “Our version is
taking the spine of the film and grabbing stuff from the
stage play that we thought could enhance the experi-
ence,” Kail says, adding that original songs will be weaved
In. Ana Gasteyer and Mario Lopez. will also appesar, while
'90s R&B group Boyz Il Men will cameo for “Beauty
School Dropout.” “This is an opportunity to keep the fo-
cus on the love story but also build out and honor some
of the ensemble work that the stage play had featured ™

20 | TVOUIDE MAGAZINEG

*These are big shoes to fill,”
says Hough (second from
left, with Jepsen, Tveit
and PenaVega), who met
Newton-John (below, with
Travolta in the 1978 fim)
when the Aussie guest

Judged Dancing With the
Stars, *She gave me a bless-
ing to pass the torch”

Grease: Live will be the first of the network television
musical events to feature a live studio audience. Instead
of being a passive viewer to the action, the crowd will be
integrated into the sets—such as the bleachers in the
school gym or the crowd at the year-end camival—to be
a more active element of the production. *I feel like the
life just gets sucked out of the room when there's no au-
dience," Hough says. “Our whole life as performers is
based off of connecting with people, so to have a con
nection with a live audlence means we're performing for
them, not just for a camera.”

On the big night, Grease: Live will broadcast from the
Wamer Bros. lot in Burbank and take up two stages and
an outdoor space. Golf carts will be used to transport the
actors to and from scenes, and they will all be outfitted
with portable GoPro cameras, with
viewers able to follow the behind-the-
scenes high jinks. “We're literally going
to be running and changing and breath-
ing and Instagramming and Vining all
at the same time,” Hough says. “What
world do we live in?!"

Juggling aside, the company are
well aware they have only one shot to
continue the success of live musicals
on network TV, “We're just trying to be
a part of this landscape,” says Kail, who
gathered with the rest of the Grease:
Live company and producers on De-
cember 3 to watch the latest successful
NBC live musical, The Wiz. *We have a
deep appreciation for how difficult this is, and we're
here because of the effort of the people who have al.
ready made these things. Now you don't have to travel
1o New York or go to your local theater, Stay where you
live, and let us come to you." And after Grease drives
into the sunset, Fox will prep its second musical, The
Rocky Horror Picrure Show, 1o alr in fall 2016, betting big
that such events will be the ones that viewers want.
GREASE: LIVE, Sunday, Jan. 31, 7/6¢, Fox
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Watch Carly Rae Jepsen and
Kether Donohue Adorably Try
Out the "Frenchy Voice" for
Grease: Live

ﬁ by Sadie Gennis | Jan 26, 2016 10:21 AM EST

The Surprising Way You'll Hear the Iconic "Frenchy
Voice" in Grease: Live

Fox's upcoming live production of Grease is putting its own spin on the classic
film, which means everything is up in the air, including the delightfully squeaky
- and completely iconic - Frenchy voice.

"I remember asking early on, 'Should Frenchy have that iconic Frenchy voice?"
Carly Rae Jepsen recalls in the video above. But since Didi Conn, who
originated the role of Frenchy in the 1978 film, will be appearing in Grease:
Live, "it would be kind of strange to have two of those," Jepsen notes.

However, that doesn't mean you absolutely won't hear the Frenchy voice on
Grease: Live. "lt's weird though, because in rehearsal when | do Jan,
sometimes | feel like | sound like original Frenchy," Kether Donohue adds. "I'm
like, 'Wait. I'm not Frenchy. I'm Jan. But Jan sounds like Frenchy"

Watch Jepsen and Donohue discuss the odd way their roles overlap and do
their best Frenchy voices in the video above.
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Kether Donohue plays a Pink
Lady on ‘Grease Live'

<
Kether Donohue playsia Pink Lady ol
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Kether Donohue co-stars in the upcoming TV musical ‘Grease Live." she plays one of the 'Pink Ladies"...and if you
don't remember what a pink lady is or whether you might be one, here's Kether to explain

By: Jeffrey Thomas DeSocio

Kether Donohue co-stars in the upcoming TV musical ‘Grease Live.’ she plays one of the 'Pink
Ladies'...and if you don't remember what a pink lady is or whether you might be one, here's
Kether to explain.

In the interview with Steve Edwards and Maria Sansone, Kether also shares details on another
TV project she is in that got some good news. "You're the Worst' was also renewed for a 3rd
season.
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‘You're the Worst’ Stars Aya Cash, Kether Donohue Reveal
Why Shame Is the Show’s ‘Secret Ingredient’ (Video)

AYA CASH

KETHER DONOHUE
'YOU'RE THE WORST'

DRINKING WITH THE STARS ’H (’

“We're showing an honest portrayal of fucked up things
we do that we're ashamed about,” Donohue tells
TheWrap in new episode of “Drinking With the Stars”

Aya Cash and Kether Donohue star as Gretchen and Lindsay,

“You're the Worst' Stars respectively, in FXX's “You're the Worst,” a comedy about

Rya Cash, Kether Donohse  characters who treat each other and the people around them
12y a Roun eWrap's

“Shot Topics” (video) terribly.

In an episode of “Drinking With the Stars,” the actresses
explained to TheWrap's Greg Gilman what exactly it is that
makes their characters the worst.

Emrn'Break[J}'Jt Kethﬁr ‘Gretchen is the worst because she steals food. Oh, and she

onohue on “You're the L : :

Worst' Breasts, Cocaine does coke,” said Donohue of her co-star's character. “Lindsay
and Ba?ﬁ”:’,'f"ff.ﬁ'?m is the worst because she sleeps with anyone who she makes

eye contact with,” responded Cash. “She’s constantly covered

in food.”

Also Read: 'You're the Worst' Stars Aya Cash, Kether

“You're the Worst' Creator
Talks Season 2 ‘Strange
Tarn," Drunk Driving (Video)
§'t_orylme Cut at the Last

Donohue Play a Round of TheWrap's 'Shot Topics'

But Donohue also said that as an actress, it's fun for her to go to work and get to act
vicariously through her on-screen character. “It's fun for Kether to shoot that,” she
said. “Going to work is a true joy.”



Donohue plays Lindsay, a woman who does drugs, cheats on her husband and finds
herself faced with a divorce by the end of the first season. In one episode, she sleeps
with a 18-year-old who just moved out to L.A. in his family’s minivan, and Donohue
tackled the scene so aggressively, she ended up hurting her scene partner.

Also read: Emmy Breakout Kether Donohue on 'You're the Worst' Breasts,
Cocaine and Bad Romance: Watch Her #selfieinterview (Video)

“In the script it says, ‘Lindsay destroys Aiden.’ | take my job very seriously,” Donohue
said. “This little kid was so innocent, and he looked like he was going to cry ... He
opened his shirt and he was bruised. And he's so white and pale, it looked like | beat
him up.”

Despite their characters’ awful antics, the actresses say one simple factor keeps the
show from being unbearable: Shame.

Also read: 'You're the Worst' Creator Talks Season 2 'Strange Turn,' Drunk
Driving Storyline Cut at the Last Minute

“On TV, we don't really talk about things we do that we're ashamed of,” Donohue said.
“| think the reason that people tune in every week and actually like us is because we're
showing an honest portrayal of fucked up things we do that we're ashamed about.”



